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Magnificent ‘Edwina’ 

David Berthon examines the Cabriolet coachwork on 1912 Silver 
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both time and space.” 

A Phantom II at the RREC Annual Rally 

Ashley James reports from the Rally on a fantastic Phantom and 
meets a friendly group of Australians. 
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Asked the Senator about the Governor-General ’s Phantom VI. 
The Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy for 2005 

The citation awarding the Trophy to David McPhee. 
Rolls-Royce 20/25 hp in Australia and New Zealand 

Tim Dean, Victoria Branch member, has acquired a 20/25 hp 
and Richard Hadfield, NZ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club member, 
tells how to change the oil. 


Rolls-Royce Carousel Restored 
Built at Derby in the 1930s, this carousel forms a unique and 
important piece of Rolls-Royce history. 


RREC Tour of Borneo 
Mal Henderson reports on a truly spectacular rally, the second in 
this part of the world organised by the RREC (UK). 
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The Steering Column - from the Editor 


40 Anniversary of the 

Silver Shadow and Bentley T 

Bill Coburn threatened to write “a 
thousand word discourse on the 
preferential threading pitch to be used 
in torsionally loaded hose clips” but 


thankfully, instead, we have his excellent 


article highlighting the importance of 
these models to the Club. 


A Book to Celebrate 50 Years of 
the Silver Cloud and Bentley S1 
Timed to coincide with the 50th 
anniversary of these models in 2005, 
a new book titled, Rolls-Royce Silver 
Cloud I & Bentley SI, by Davide 
Bassoli and Bernard L King covers 
these classic models from Crewe (see 
Book Reviews this edition). It comes 
from the Complete Classics series, 
which has established a fine reputation 
for presenting developmental history, 
technical details, modifications, 
chassis information, motor show cars 
and many photographs of the models 
so far covered. Congratulations to 
Bernard King for another detailed 
model coverage in this superb series. 
But more is to come, and Bernard King 
has advised that the next in the series, 
covering the Bentley R-type, will be 
going to press very shortly. 


Distinguished Australians and 
distinguished Club members. 
Congratulations to Gilbert Ralph MBE, 
centre, who was awarded an OAM in the 
2005 Queen’s Birthday Honours. In this 
photograph taken by Graham Cornish 
at the recent Canberra Federal Rally, 
Jim Kelso OAM is on the left and David 
Jones AO, OBE, KSJ is on the right. All 
three are Honorary Life Members of the 
Club and all three are past-Presidents 
of the Victoria Branch. Gilbert Ralph 
has the additional distinction of being a 
past-President of the Western Australia 


Branch. 
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Congratulations to Noel Kennedy, who was awarded an OAM in the 2005 Queen’s 


Birthday Honours. Noel and Robyn Kennedy are picutured here with 1983 
Silver Spirit, ASC06556, at the SMART Register meeting at Merimbula in 2002. 
Photograph courtesy of Noel Kennedy at the request of the Editor: 


Chassis Plate 

The 2005 Edition was sent to members 
with the June issue of PRECLARVM. 
Another superb effort by our Federal 
Registrar, David Vann, and all those who 
assisted. With such a vast amount of 
detailed material, errors are inevitable. 
David has received some corrections 
from members already, and has extended 
an invitation to others to send him 
corrections by 30 September 2005. The 
“Members and their Motor Cars’ listings 
from ‘Chassis Plate’ have been posted to 
the Members’ Library in the Members 
Only section of the Club’s website and 

it is proposed that updates will be posted 
periodically until the next publication of 
‘Chassis Plate’, which is scheduled for 
2007. 


Queen’s Birthday Honours 
Our congratulations go to Noel Kennedy, 
Queensland Branch member, and Gilbert 
Ralph, Victoria Branch member. 
Noel John Kennedy was 
awarded the Order of Australia Medal 
in the 2005 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List, “For service to the sheep and wool 
industries in Queensland, particularly as 
an administrator, and to the community”. 
Gilbert Murray Ralph MBE 
was awarded the Order of Australia 
Medal in the 2005 Queen’s Birthday 


Honours List, “For service to the 
community through the preservation and 
recording of Australian mining history”. 
Corrections 

3-05 June edition: p.4519 chassis 
number of 1910 Silver Ghost should be 
1425; p. 4528 BC16CH is a Bentley S1 
Continental. 


Bentley Lifestyle 

In July 2005, Bentley Motors 
appointed a Lifestyle Communications 
Manager, with responsibility “for 

the development of lifestyle media 
activities in the UK”. And to think, 

in the 1920s Woolf Barnato and the 
‘Bentley Boys’ managed to create a 
legendary lifestyle all on their own! 
Below: Woolf Barnato and Tim Birkin, 
at Le Mans in 1929. The lifestyle of 
the ‘Bentley Boys’ included arduous 
motor racing, followed by lavish 
parties and celebrations. Photograph: 
Bentley Motors 
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Events Calendar 


Overseas 
17-18 Jun 2006 RREC Rally, Kelmarsh Hall, Northhampton RREC 444-1327-811788 
18-21 Jul 2006 RROC Annual Meet, Oak Brook, Illinois RROC, Inc. +1-717-697-4671 
Federal 
5-10 Apr 2006 Western Gold Federal Rally, Orange, NSW David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 


Australian Capital Territory Branch - President: Alastair Kinloch 


Limited Edition Phantom 13 Aug Visit Stocks Native Nursery - Harden Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
Conway Stewart Pen Set 7 Sep Annual General Meeting Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
Limited Edition Marks 80 Years 22 Oct Historic Iandra Castle, via Cowra Ken Baldwin 02-6254-4857 
of the Phantom Name New South Wales Branch - President David Marshall-Martin 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars has produced 17 Aug General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
25 specially designed Phantoms to 21 Aug Concours d’Elegance-Alll British Day-Kings School John Aiosa 02-9449-1485 
mark the 80th anniversary of the 28 Aug Shannon's Eastern Creek Day David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
Phantom name. Each has either a black 21 Sep General Meeting David Marshall-Martin 02-9567-3986 
or black and silver exterior, a silver Queensland Branch - President John Wright 
hand-painted coach line, which runs 21 Aug Lunch at Woodchoppers. Mudgeeraba John Wright 07-3263-1767 
along the full length of the bodywork 10-13 Sep Gourmet in Gundy Glenys & David Sheppard 07-3289-6647 
and stylish 21-inch aluminium wheels 10 Oct Annual General Meeting John Wright 07-3263-1767 


to complete the exterior look. : ; ; 

; : P South Australian Branch - President Keith van der Pennen 
Inside, the bespoke interior 

uses black and seashell leather in a 


natural finish. Contrast leather piping 


21 Aug Run & Lunch - Encounter Bay Sofija Virgo 08-8252-3414 
18 Sep Run & Lunch - Angaston Carol van der Pennen 08-8383-0393 


MCCETITATC on orccat se enti Bono ane Victoria Branch - President Neil Matthews 


bespoke features adorn the interior, 11 Aug General Meeting - Tom Bevington, Borneo Tour Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
including a wine cooler, below the rear 14 Aug Self Help Technical Group Activity Meeting Robert Wort 0410-662-385 
seat, and a DVD system. The usual 8 Sep Annual General Meeting Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
wood veneer found on the front of the 12 Sep Ladies’ Luncheon Louise Matthews 03-5942-9030 
picnic tables gives way to a sumptuous 25 Sep Pre-war Cars Gymkhana - Scoresby Neil Matthews 03-5942-9030 
leather-writing surface. However 14-18 Oct South East South Australia Tour with SA Branch Eric Henderson 03-9885-9938 
the reverse, visible side, features the Western Australia Branch -President Mick Rust 
trademark wood, in this instance cross- 7 Aug Annual General Meeeting Mick Rust 0418-915-356 
banded burr walnut. 13 Nov Maurice Brockwell Memorial Run Mick Rust 0418-915-356 

A further distinguishing Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI and R-type Register 
feature of this special series is the 30 Sep-3 Oct. Dawn Patrol III - Eden Shirley Missen 02-9958-2831 
beautiful Conway Stewart pen set fitted Silver Spirit. Mulsanne and Related Types Register 
inside the glove box. It comprises 26-29 Aug SMART Register - Mildura Chris Lenehan 0438-120-202 


a classic Duro style fountain pen, 
ballpoint and propelling pencil. The 
pens are housed in a hand crafted case 
made at Goodwood and featuring 
Rolls-Royce leather. 

Conway Stewart is one of 
the great English pen makers over the 
last century. The company started in 
1905 and the acclaimed Duro pen was 
designed in the mid 1920s - at the same 
time the first Rolls-Royce Phantoms 
were being developed. 


Silver Ghost Register 
26 Mar-17 Apr 2006 Wholly Ghost Tour from Melbourne to the Rex Vincent 02-9634-5052 
Federal Rally in Orange and finishing in Brisbane 


Courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motors. 
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From the Federal President 


fter staying for ten days in a 

beautiful hilltop town in Tuscany, 
followed by eight days in Paris, I was 
suffering badly from withdrawal through 
not seeing a Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
motor vehicle. On my last day in Paris 
I saw my first Bentley. This was then 
followed by daily sightings in London 
of the Rolls-Royce Phantom and the 
Bentley Continental GT and other 
much loved models in the Kings Road, 
Chelsea. These sightings brought me 
back to earth! 

Then followed mass sightings 
of the Rolls-Royce Phantom on an 
exciting visit to the new purpose built 
Rolls-Royce factory at Goodwood 
(photograph: opposite page, bottom 
right -Editor). Bevin Clayton, General 
Manager of Trivett Classic, Sydney, 
kindly arranged this visit. The factory 
was built near to West Wittering the 
home and design studio of Sir Frederick 
Henry Royce, who lived and worked 
there between 1917 and 1933. The 
Goodwood factory is the epitome of 
an environmentally friendly factory 
built into the landscape. Five hundred 
employees build four cars per day on an 
ultra clean, quiet, and smooth flowing 
production line. On the production line 
the day we visited one car was being 
built for Australia. The time frame from 
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receiving the order at the Goodwood 
factory until the vehicle is finished is 
about four and a half months. 

At the completion of the 
factory tour we again met Andrew 
Ball, Corporate Communications 
Manager, who was at the Melbourne 
PRAECLARVM Rally. He asked, what 
could he do for our Club and added, 
“Please let me know.” I informed him 
that Eric Henderson, whom he knows 
well, was now appointed as our Club 
Liaison Officer with the companies. | 
am sure we will all work successfully 
together. 

On leaving the factory we 
asked our driver to take us to ‘Elmstead’, 
Elm Tree Farm, Elms Lane, West 
Wittering, the former home of Sir Henry 
Royce (Photograph: top right this 
page -Editor). On the way we found 
the ‘Camacha’ studio or drawing office 
(Photograph: top right opposite page - 
Editor) of the staff of Royce followed by 
his house. This day was the highlight of 
my trip! 

Significantly, back in London 
Michele and I went to the opening day 
of the ‘Summer Olympia Fine Art and 
Antiques Fair’. When we were inside 
this large ancient building with riveted 
steel columns our thoughts turned to the 
November 1906 Olympia Motor Show. 


There on display for the first time was 
the new Rolls-Royce 40/50 hp model. 
Two 40/50 hp models were on display 
and a third was running outside the 
show for demonstration purposes. Next 
year our Club at the Federal Rally in 
Orange, NSW will be celebrating the 
one hundredth birthday of this model 
together with fifty years of our Club. 
Keep these dates, 5-10 April 2006, free 
for these very special celebrations. 

A number of Australian Club 


Below: Australian Club members at the Annual Rally of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 
at Kelmarsh Hall. Left: Honorary Life Member, Tom Clarke and Fiona Clarke with Michele 


Bussell and Federal President, Bryan Inder. 
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From the Federal President 


members attended the Annual Rally 
and Concours of the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club at Kelmarsh Hall, 
Northamptonshire on the weekend of the 
11-12 June 2005. On Friday night they 
had an auction preview of cars and parts 
with the auction on Saturday. Also on 
Saturday and then Sunday there were a 
large number of trade and dealer stalls 
and the Club tent all open for sales. I am 
always amazed by the huge sales done 
by the Enthusiasts’ Club in their tent 
with six workers and volunteers working 
both Saturday and Sunday non-stop. 
They sell books, clothes, model cars, 
badges, and members’ surplus parts. 

Over the weekend I had a 
number of very cordial conversations 
with their President, Lt Col Eric Barrass, 
OBE and his wife Grace, whom I have 
known well since the 1970s. He said our 
Club magazine PRE'CLARVM is world 
class! At ninety-two and still in excellent 
health, he drove to the Saturday and 
Sunday functions in his lovely 1937 
Rolls-Royce 25/30 hp Barker four- 
door Sports Saloon. [ told him I was 
returning to Australia for my father’s 
one-hundredth birthday and I want to 
be at his! He and many other members 
send their regards to all their friends in 
Australia. I also had a long chat with 
the current Chairman, Ian Rimmer who 
very much wants to visit Australia again. 
I gave him an open invite. I said it was 
important to maintain close ties between 
the Clubs worldwide and he agreed. The 
tragic loss of their General Secretary, 
Captain Peter Baines, was very apparent. 
He was a man whose whole life was 
devoted to flying and Rolls-Royce. It is 
very fitting then that this section of my 
report is written on a British Airways 
Boeing 747-400 powered by Rolls- 
Royce RB211-524G/H/H-Ts engines, 
and booked on a Qantas ticket. 

The concours day at Kelmarsh 
Hall was freezing cold, even for the 
locals, but the sight of two thousand 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars on 
one field was a grand sight for any 
enthusiast. As a Club we can always 
learn and improve things, but I am 
proud to say that our Federal Rallies 
are as good as or possibly the best in 
the world. All our Australian Federal 
Rallies have been excellent and the last 
two in Melbourne and Canberra were 
outstanding. Our sights are now on 
Orange next year. 


The plaque on 
the side of ‘The 
Studio” reads: 
“Sir Henry Royce 
1863-1933. West 
Wittering was 

his home and his 
workplace from 
1917 until his 
death. Some of his 
greatest designs 
were carried out 
in the studio at 
‘Camacha’ and at 
‘Elmstead’ where 


he lived. From here his staff at the Rolls-Royce factory in Derby received those 
daily instructions which engendered a tradition of excellence which remains his 
finest memorial.” All photographs courtesy of Bryan Inder. 


I am sure the Club members 
will join me in congratulating David 
Vann, our Club Federal Registrar, and all 
who contributed to the latest excellent 
edition of Chassis Plate. The published 
list of members and the other Club and 
car material is invaluable to us and must 
at all times be treated with the utmost 
confidentiality. Did everyone see that 
Frank Meek was our longest serving 
Federal President from 1862 - 1963? 
One hundred and one years! So was this 
divine intervention or just a plain typo? 
Jim Kelso and David Jones eat your 
hearts out. The late Father Frank Meek 
would love it! 

I am hoping the members 
will respond generously to the “Urgent 
Urgent!! The Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation Needs Your Help” appeal. 
This will now be a major item for 
discussion at next year’s Federal Council 
meeting. The Rolls-Royce Owners’ 

Club of Australia will need to revisit 

the setting up of the Foundation and 

its funding and objects and required 
financial support. There have been four 
Federal Presidents and nine Federal 
Council meetings since the Foundation 
was set up, and in this period the original 
charter/objects could have been lost over 
time. The Trustees will need to present 

a detailed and transparent financial 

plan of current and future needs, 

annual accounts, and also ascertain the 
requirements of the members of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 
I have always said there should be 

an annual meeting between the two 
bodies. Overseas Clubs and Foundations 


especially in the UK with their Hunt 
House, while quite separate, seem to 
blend harmoniously together to give 

the members an apparent ‘oneness’. 

In Australia, we should all be pulling 
together for the preservation of the 
material and historical objects and ideals 
of the legacy of Sir Henry Royce. The 
Trustees have done an outstanding job 
in amassing a fine collection of Royce 
memorabilia in a short period of time. 
Some of these items would have been 
lost forever if it had not been for the 
endeavours and work of the Trustees, 
and the Foundation provides a permanent 
home in which to archive/store these 
items. The Foundation, in addition, has 
published two very impressive books. | 
hope the good work of the Foundation 
will continue. 


Yours in Motoring 
Bryan Inder 


By David Berthon (NSW) 


very now and then a restoration 
comes along that stands out 
in terms of quality and detail 


and the 1912 40/50 hp Silver Ghost 
Cabriolet, chassis 2145, owned by Bill 
and Jacqui Hall, did exactly that at this 
year’s 47'h Annual Federal Rally in 
Canberra. 

To gain an outright win with 
a 93-year old Silver Ghost against an 
impressive field that took in Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models of all ages is no easy 
feat. Certainly its been done before, but 
in the eyes of many the high standard 
set by this restoration will surely form a 
benchmark for many years to come. 

This car would easily have 
matched the best Silver Ghosts that 
were part of the Centenary Rolls-Royce 
display and judging at last year’s coveted 
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. 

To achieve such attention 
to detail and period authenticity with 
replica coachwork is not easy, and such 
is the proportion of this fully folding 
Cabriolet that it could easily be taken for 
an original. 
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Magnificent ‘Edwina’ 
1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, 2145, Cabriolet by Roger Fry & Son 


Period coachwork has always 
been a personal interest and over a 
number of years I’ve spent considerable 
time studying the finer points of original 
early bodies to help with my own 
restorations. The restoration of my 1903 
Maxim rear-entrance tonneau, 1908 
Talbot Roi-des-Belges and my current 
project, 1913 Rolls-Royce 40/50 hp 
Torpedo tourer, chassis 2583, have all 
required considerable research into 
coachwork detail. 

On this point, nothing was 
more pleasing than to be told at the 1996 
Centenary London to Brighton Rally that 
my Maxim body was a superb original 
example of early Edwardian coachwork. 
In reality, it is a replica that required 
two visits overseas and enormous effort 
covering nearly ten years to authenticate 
original 1903 detail right down to the 
brushed varnish finish. 

We sometimes underestimate 
the superb compound curves achieved 
in the Edwardian era and the way 
coachbuilders embellished a particular 
feature or managed to hide or lessen a 
section of coachwork to make it more 
appealing to the eye. 
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And perhaps no other period 
coachwork is as detailed as the fully 
folding Cabriolet especially those from 
the highly respected and celebrated 
coach building firms such as Barker 
and Hooper. Both firms had perhaps 
best answered the call to provide the 
volumous coachwork required for the 
new 40/50 hp Rolls-Royce chassis, born 
out of a need by many large well-to-do 
families to accommodate their nannies 
on longer journeys. 

In my experience, few 
coachbuilders the world over are able to 
fully replicate the exacting compound 
curves of the Edwardian period many 
of which grew out of the carriage trade 
established long before it. 

Even body re-creations from 
respected UK and USA coach building 
and restoration firms on some exquisite 
chassis are sometimes very easy to 
pick for their poor compound curves 
and obvious lack of dimensional detail, 
compared with established period 
practice despite the ready availability of 
contemporary coach building drawings. 

Importantly, the fully folding 
Cabriolet on the Hall Ghost reflects four 
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years of detailed planning, evaluation, 
construction and painstaking detail by 
Perth-based restorer Roger Fry. I spent 
an hour chatting with this talented 
restorer recently and in his typically 
unassuming way he insists his job was 
aided by the owner’s extensive research 
into the actual body style and, “made all 
the more easy by the fact that Bill knew 
exactly what he wanted”. 

Quite true, for those of us who 
well know Bill’s fastidious nature, but 
the proof surely is in the execution and 
nobody in my experience has come so 
close to replicating this complex body 
style so perfectly. 

English-born Roger Fry 
originally migrated to Western Australia 
in 1967 and initially spent time share 
cropping on a wheat and sheep property 
at Mukimbudin. Around three years later, 
he moved to Perth where he commenced 
work in his trade of carpentry and 
joinery. 

At the same time a long- 
standing interest in early Rolls-Royces 
led him to buy a very run-down 25/30hp 
James Young saloon, chassis GRP79, 


4553 


Magnificent ‘Edwina’ 


from a wrecking yard in the UK and 
restore it to concours standard. 

This led to requests from 
enthusiasts to do similar coachwork 
repairs and construction but in 1978, 
due to a family illness, he made the 
decision to return to the UK, spending 
twelve months with a highly respected 
coachbuilder in Oxfordshire gaining vital 
experience in old car coachwork. 

On his return to Australia, his 
first job was to build a superb Franay 
replica on 1937 Bentley 4%4-litre, 
B126JD, for well-known Perth collector 
and Club member, Peter Briggs. He soon 
expanded his clientele, necessitating a 
move from the home garage to his own 
factory located at Walliston, a Perth 
suburb. After an 18-year stint there he 
moved to his current, more expansive 
premises at Roleystone in 2000. 

The Hall 40/50 hp is the 
earliest car Roger Fry has worked on and 
brings his tally to just over 40 bodies 
in the last 26 years. Most are concours 
winning and include the Brewster 
Ascot tourer built on Con Keogh’s 
New Phantom, 48UF, a new sports 
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Magnificent ‘Edwina’ 


1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, 2145, Cabriolet by Roger Fry & Son 


body on Peter Briggs ex George Green 
1915 Hispano Suiza Alfonso X111, the 
skiff bodies on Mick Rust’s Phantom 
11, 61 WJ, and George Forbes’s 20 hp, 
GOK74 and tourer bodies for Julian 
Walter’s 40/50 hp, SIFW, and Mark 
Babidge’s New Phantom, 69EF. 

More recently, he completed a 
replica Waring Bros two-door roadster 
for Keith and Robyn Drew on their 
40/50 hp, 88LK. And, of course, Roger 
also restored 40/50 hp, 4PG, with earlier 
period open drive limousine body for 
Bill Hall, now owned by Brian and 
Maria Tilbury. 

Current projects include a 
new fully folding and equally complex 
Cabriolet for the former Mark Babidge 
late-series 40/50 hp, 67AU, now owned 
by a Swiss client and the refurbishing of 
Larry Lim’s R-type Continental two-door 
H J Mulliner saloon, BC25B. 

According to Roger Fry, the 
Hall Cabriolet was the most detailed 
restoration he has undertaken, even down 
to making the wooden wheels, 
which are specially adaptable 
on the rear to accommodate 
both straight sided as well as 
beaded edge tyres. Would he 
build another? “I don’t like 
building two bodies the same 
but then again there were many 
variations of this body during 
the Edwardian period”. 

Importantly, helping 
to achieve the initial layout of 
the body, the front seat and near 
side front door are both original 
Barker components, made 
available by English Silver 
Ghost enthusiast Jack Wooley 
after he changed the front 
section of his body on 1912 
chassis 1905E. 

From here Roger Fry 
concedes it was all hard work 
although even the front seat 
was moved back to provide Bill 
Hall with more room. The very 
curvaceous side seat panels 
carved from solid wood were 
also showing age cracks so they 
were covered in aluminium. 

Perhaps the most 
exacting part of the Cabriolet 
body is the detailed folding 


mechanism which provides the best of 
all worlds in period motoring, with up to 
four variations of body style. To ensure 
authenticity, Roger undertook a trip to 
the UK and Ireland to study two original 
Barker Cabriolets, more especially the 
complex folding mechanism. 

The versatility of the 
coachwork allows it to convert from 
being fully covered with a canopy over 
the driver, to become a Sedanca de Ville 
with the driver fully exposed to the 
elements and the rear covered, to a fully 
open position with the ability to also 
fold the windscreen down if required. 

It can also provide added comfort and 
protection with the centre division 


erected and the rear side windows raised. 


Getting the mechanism to fold 
is one thing, but it must have adequate 
clearances so that rubbing of paint and 
trim does not occur. Countless fitting up 
has been rewarded with close tolerances 
and during the course of the photo shoot 
the various top positions were easily 


achieved provided the correct sequence 
was taken into account. 

Definitely a two-person job, the 
windows and centre division are a work 
of art in themselves slipping down inside 
the doors and the body with the two B 
pillars then collapsing inwards. 

The framework is constructed 
of Tasmanian Oak and paneled in 
aluminium with the actual body 
moldings cast in alloy in sections. 
Interestingly, all of the body moldings 
were initially made in plywood to best 
achieve their complex shapes and then 
cast in alloy. 

Today Roger Fry employs 
four tradesman including son Jason, 
who was responsible for the painting. 
Crawford Motor Trimmers carried 
out the detailed upholstery with deep- 
buttoned black leather to the front and 
similarly buttoned West of England cloth 
in the rear with detail inset panels and 
surrounds set off my matching braid. 
Unable to buy the period braid, 

Bill Hall was forced to source 
wider material with an edge 
braid that could be cut down 
to size. Like much on the car 
countless hours were spent 
sourcing such material both 
here and overseas. 

And of course 
overshadowed by this 
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The nameplate, ‘Edwina’, was designed and hand-made by 
Western Australia Branch member, Glenice Lesley Matthews. 
It is constructed in pure silver with cloisonné (vitreous) 
enamel ‘York Rose’ side panels and vitreous enamel central 
panel. The enamel work is fired up to 20 times in a kiln 

at temperatures of around 800 degrees C. Usually, the 

side panels are descriptive of the name, origins of the car, 

or other personal references of the owner. In the case of 

the York roses, they are for Jacqui Hall, who comes from 
York, England. Information courtesy of Glenice Matthews; 
photograph by the Editor. 


magnificent craftsmanship 
is the chassis itself, which 

required a total restoration, 
consuming countless man- 
hours. 

One could argue 
surely that such is the 
magnificence of the Rolls- 
Royce 40/50 hp Silver Ghost 
chassis that to build any 
coachwork on top of it of a 
lesser standard would be a 
terrible injustice. 

Roger Fry can rest 
very easy in the knowledge 
that his coachwork on 
‘Edwina’ has not only done 
Henry Royce proud but has 
shown that he has the skills 
and talent to match jj 
the very best Rolls- 
Royce restorers in 
the world today. 
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—1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, 2145 —~ 


— Cabriolet by Roger Fry & Son— 


Photographs courtesy of Bentley Motors. 
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Built Comfortably for Speed 


Driving the New Bentley Continental Flying Spur 


By Ian Campbell (NSW) 


rT “here was a momentary hush as the 

UL taxi driver stopped talking about 
how to solve the world’s problems and 
gasped, “Look, there’s one of them new 
Bentleys”. And, in a voice rising with 
incredulity he added “‘there’s two ....., 
no, four more of the things. What’s 
going on here, then?” 

I left the rhetorical question 
hanging, along with the adjectival 
expletives expunged from the above 
quote. It was all too much to explain 
and besides, I was keen to finally get 
behind the wheel and actually drive the 
“new Bentley things”, about which we 
have heard so much, seen so little and 
driven not at all. 

Putting aside the slim chance 
of a temporal shift in space and 
time to permit instant road testing in 
the Northern Territory or Germany, 
David Jackson, our host from Bentley 
Sydney, ordered a three motorway 


trip out of old Sydney Town. He also 
prescribed a strategic exit at Mooney 
Mooney for some wending along calm 
country byways — perhaps with a spot of 
afternoon tea in a lush green field with a 
cabana to ward off the surprising heat of 
a late autumnal day. 

We were gathered at The 
Rocks, as you do on special occasions, 
and tension mounted as soon as 
the “ready to go” signal was given. 
Interested prospective buyers (there 
were several) and odd hangers on (guilty 
as charged) chatted about whether the 
longer bodied Flying Spur was a better 
thing than the nicely proportioned GT 
coupe. A fancier of long-doored cars 
myself, for reasons clearly demonstrated 
in any photos capturing my ample frame, 
I nevertheless came down in favour 
of the sedan. Why? Well, because 
apart ftom anything else, how on earth 
can a family man such as myself get 
away with the rampant hedonism of an 
exclusive coupe? 


Equipped with an Arnage, 

a brace of Continental GTs and both 
of the as yet rare Flying Spur pre- 
production sedans now here to tempt 
fussy eaters, our little convoy was 
always going to attract attention, even 
in the sombre dark blues, blacks and 
restrained silver of the test fleet. 

From long experience of 
driving large luxury European sedans, 
I know the best of them quickly 
“shrink” around you to give the driving 
sensation of a much smaller car, 
while not intruding on your personal 
space and allowing you to focus on 
the task at hand. Some overwhelm 
with unnecessary gadgets or complex 
controls, diluting the driving experience 
and forcing either long hours of study 
or a teenager as a constant companion 
to drive the minor controls. Yet with no 
more than a cursory “it has keyless go, 
releases its handbrake electrically and 
has switchable suspension firmness” 

I was able to settle in, find seating 
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comfort, start, drive and manoeuvre in 
traffic like this was a second home. Yet 
the sense of occasion created by the 
marvellous melding of wood, leather, 
alloy and glass made sure this would 
never be an ordinary drive. 

Once we escaped the city 
confines, the 110 limit of the freeway 
seemed laughable. In fact, it was 
slightly disconcerting to observe other 
vehicles moving so slowly on such 
great roads. After a short stint with 
cruise control set within the margin 
allowed by the authorities charged with 
policing our road behaviour, I noted 
that this particular British-built car was 
equipped with an imperial speedometer. 
I reflected on this interesting piece of 
information for a while, then slowed 
until the analogue instrument of 
velocity measurement pointed at “70”. 
With scarcely 1100 rpm aboard at that 
speed, I noted that I owned cars with 
engines that idle at that speed. 

The road to (upper) Mooney 
Mooney (heights) was paved with good 
intentions as our host led a calm and 
unruffled convoy along its seriously 
tight, winding, climbing, falling, off- 
camber, loose blue metal covered 
typical Aussie “B” grade bituminous 
length. Imagining myself aboard my 
very own Continental R, I attempted 
some of the cornering tactics that I 
have been so pleased to enjoy during 
my fortunate ownership. As good as 
the Continental R is, I believe the 
Flying Spur may have its measure. 
Comfortably. 

Out of respect to the newness 
of the car and to its owners, I kept well 
within the limits of its capability yet 
even when pushing hard in those tight 
45 kph corners, all I could detect was a 
hint of body roll and a slight tendency 
(as of all AWD vehicles) toward 
understeer as the limits of adhesion 
were approached. 

The convoy had by this time 
strung out over some distance and a 
re-gathering point was found some 15 
kilometres up the Old Pacific Highway 
after taking the Mooney Mooney 
exit. A place where good coffee and 


canapés combined with conversation 
and comparisons of cars previous, cars 
current and cars coming into focus. 

I mentioned my mild surprise 
at finding the beginnings of understeer 
at merely three times the posted 
advisory limit for certain corners. 

David Jackson queried whether I had 
set the suspension at its most firm, or 
“sporting” setting. Indeed, I found I 

had failed to have it above the midway 
point, perfectly adequate for all normal 
driving conditions, but not perhaps the 
best for the peculiar set of circumstances 
in which we found ourselves. You may 
identify with this. It is somebody else’s 
car. Someone else is paying for petrol, 
tyres and brake pads. You have signed 
a disclaimer, agreeing to pay the first 
$15,000 worth of accident damage in 
the unlikely event that you overestimate 
your abilities, or the even more unlikely 
event that you overestimate the car’s 
abilities. 

In the circumstances, therefore, 
the “full sport” mode was fully 
warranted; nay, demanded. 

So we set off, back down the 
climb so recently traversed. After four 
kilometres or so, the chaps in the car 
ahead of me slowed, pulling to the side 
of the road, and waved me through. I 
noted carefully that the driver used all 
the fingers of one hand in the waving 
action, so I was confident I had not 
caused him any concern by affixing my 
front bumper to the edge of the parking 
sensor limits of his rear bumper. With 
full sport mode and the innate advantage 
of a downhill run (which always favours 
a front or all wheel drive vehicle by 
overcoming the inherent understeering 
tendency of such a setup — conversely, 
uphill favours rear wheel drive cars 
which mostly tend to oversteer) I was 
off and running. As bold as I had been 
earlier, I had so quickly adapted to 
the charms of the Flying Spur that I 
determined to get all the benefit that 
those wonderful engineers had built into 
this magnificent machine. I found the 
limits of adhesion were extraordinary, 

a tribute to both the choice of tyre and 
the all wheel drive set up. I found the 


chassis balance exemplary, particularly 


with the firmer rebound control and 
minimal body roll allowed by the 
“sports” setting. And with so much 
torque at such low revs permitting the 
use of fourth gear (compared to third 

on the way up), I found absolutely no 
noticeable reduction in throttle response. 

I found the next ten kilometres 
passed by all too soon, so I waited 
patiently on the verge for my fellow 
travellers to join me before the pleasant 
and relaxing return to the city via F1, 
M3 and Gore Hill Freeway, or whatever 
digital nomenclature that one enjoys. 
Yet the fellow travellers were flushed 
with the excitement of their own forays 
towards the ragged edge of enjoyment 
and the return trip, at least as far as 
Hornsby, was on the brisk side of 
efficient. 

Coming up against increasing 
traffic and almost peak hour, the Flying 
Spur displayed the other side of its 
nature. While it hustles at least as 
well as any other Bentley before it, it 
matches the refinement and pacifying 
demeanour of all its older brethren 
— that mysterious ability to make 
“slow” into something more majestic. 
Something that inculcates a sense of 
time suspended. Something that makes 
the outside world not so far away as 
to be dangerously cosseting, but rather 
makes the outside world a matter of no 
concern at all. 

In the cut and thrust of Sydney 
traffic, the Flying Spur is a rapier, not a 
broadsword. It dances into tiny gaps and 
pounces on opportunities half offered. 
Or it goes along with the flow, all the 
while compensating the driver and lucky 
passengers with an aura of peace and 
calm amid the calamity. 

It is, in fact, a perfect Tardis. 
In it, one moves through both time and 
space. It has the ability to compress time 
and also to prolong times of enjoyment. 
It can cover vast distances with only 
fuel stops to interrupt the seamless 
journey. And it can make going across 
town at peak hour almost an event to 
cherish, to soak up the refinement and 
the solitude. And it can, of course, take 
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us back in time, as well as into the 
future. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have 
seen, I have driven, and I am mightily 
impressed. 


Counterpoint 

Some weeks later, I was again invited 
to drive this latest luxury offering of 
the Bentley line. This time, a drive in 
tural Victoria beckoned. 

Would I be more critical 
of this conveyance the second time 
around? Would I be less impressed 
than the first time? Would this 
disappointment, if felt, give rise to 
second thoughts, doubts, uncertainties 
of heart and mind? All this was mulling 
in my mind as we ventured tamely 
enough down the Geelong Freeway, the 
controls falling naturally to hand and 
the progress even easier than before. 
Someone had been doing a damn fine 
job of freeing up the extremely tight 
engineering tolerances that dominated 
the feel of the first driving experience. 
Still totally poised and in control, but 
slightly freer revving I seemed to think. 
It bode well. 

One long blast down the first 
off-freeway stretch of private road 
consigned such negative thoughts to 
the dustbin of history. More mindful of 
my immediate on-board surroundings 
and creature comforts, yes. But no 
less admiring of the Flying Spur’s 
capabilities and effortless progress. 

With fewer curves and more 
open, longer straights, this particular 
road circuit was more akin to Le Mans 
than to Monaco. Where the first outing 
near Sydney tested chassis balance 
and limits of grip, this southern route 
tested high-speed stability and braking, 
as well as the nerve of the Sales 
Manager from Lance Dixon Bentley, 
Neil Fowler. Like the car, he remained 
strangely unperturbed as we all 
overcame all the little challenges along 
the way. 

I was confident enough to 
begin thinking about options. What 
would I have to have, were I to have to 
have a Continental Flying Spur? 


Many options will be matters 
of personal choice and even personal 
taste. But I love the drama of the electric 
closing (and opening) boot lid. Similarly, 
I love the look and feel of an alloy fuel 
cap, so evocative of racing heritage, even 
when hidden beneath a flap. A standard 
sunroof for me, please. And I do like the 
added sportiness of appearance of the 
seven spoke alloy road wheels. Anything 
else? Lambs wool floor rugs (a la 
Continental R) are an indulgence. Tick. 
TV? Only for emergencies, surely! Tick. 
A sort of spare wheel, rather than goo 
in a can? Tick. And the quaintly named 
sentimental favourite “Coming Home 
Controls” — not a euphemism for auto 
pilot but rather a built-in pair of buttons 
in the roofline which can be programmed 
to hold one’s security gates and garage 
door opening commands. I believe 
you actually have to push the button to 
achieve the desired effect. 

Now, in a $400,000 motor car, 
one ought to expect a serious level of 
luxury yet in a Bentley one ought not 
be overwhelmed by unwanted gadgets. 
In the circumstances, I think the first 
$15,000 of so-called “options” ought 
to be complimentary to the buyer. 

In this way, those who value electric 


boot closing and alloy fuel filler 
caps and more aesthetically pleasing 
whee] patterns are content and can 
keep ticking a while longer if they so 
desire. Meanwhile, those who want the 
hedonistic two-seat rear above all else 
can have that alone included — in the 
price, as it were - if it is the ultimate in 
decadence that best befits their whim. 
The rest they can pay for. 

For an immediate comparison, 
I chose the strangely coloured 
Continental GT Mulliner (with 20” 
road wheels) for the return trip to 
Melbourne. More throaty, more exhaust 
note, more than a hint of ride harshness 
courtesy of the unnecessary 20” alloys, 
but the same sublime push in the back 
as the loud pedal is applied and the 
same composure and cosseting in city 
traffic when all one wants is ‘to be 
alone’. In this car, the softest damper 
settings were to be preferred; while in 
the saloon, the firmest setting won my 
vote. That almost sums up the extent 
of the difference. Both are colossal 
achievements, making headlines for 
(mostly) the right reasons. 

If the ticket seller comes your 
way, buy one. It just might be the ride 
of your life. 


“The hardest choice (of options) was also the most expensive. Whether to have 
the luxurious two-seat rear with centre console, separate electric seat adjustment, 
seat heating and controls aplenty for the reclining passenger. Not for me. I plan to 
drive, if permitted the indulgence of purchase in the first place. Why give the kids 
as good a seat as my own? I want them to aspire to drive, not be driven. Yet either 


position is worthy, in the long run.” Photograph courtesy of Bentley Motors. 
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A Phantom II at the: 2005 Rolls- aRayee Enthusiasts’ ener Rally 


By Ashley James (UK) 


Annual rallies and 
meets, whether in 
Australia, England 
or America, always 
hold the promise 
of a surprise or 

a special car. 
Ashley James, who 
recently joined the 
ACT Branch, found 
a special car at the 
RREC Rally and a 
friendly group of Australians. The Editor 
requested the above photograph of Ashley 
James, who kindly provided all the photo- 
graphs in this article. 


ar Mart Ltd. of 46-50 Park Lane, 

London W1 ordered Rolls-Royce 
chassis number 61 XJ on 15 October 
1929. It was a short chassis made 
before the Continental was announced 
and was fitted with an extremely well 
proportioned Weymann Sports Saloon 
body by H J Mulliner, mounted via 
the Rolls-Royce sub-frame. Finish was 
black with blue/black hide interior and 
walnut woodwork. 61 XJ was delivered 
in February 1930 to Capt. Leslie George 
Wylde, who had already owned several 
very attractive Rolls-Royces. 

Wylde was born in New Zealand 
in 1893 to George and Sadie Wylde, 
joined the Canterbury Infantry Battalion 
in 1914, lost a leg at Gallipoli in August 
1915, and ended up recuperating in 
England where he linked up with a 
family friend, Frank Schuster. 


Frank Schuster was the original 
owner of Silver Ghost, 72CE. On Rolls- 
Royce ownership cards for 72CE, it 
states owner “L F Schuster - 22 Old 
Queen Street, WI - The Hut, Monkey 
Island, Bray - The Long White Cloud, 
Bray and that all communications should 
go to: Leslie Wylde, 22 Old Queen 
Street, Westminster”. Wylde appears 
to have been in charge of Schuster’s 
cars and may have been Schuster’s 
assistant. Wylde described himself as 
Schuster’s nephew. Schuster, a patron 
of the arts and Elgar in particular; 
surrounded himself with leading artists 
and musicians of the day and others that 
benefited from his generosity included 
Ivor Novello and Siegfried Sasoon. He is 
thought to have been a Merchant Banker. 

Wylde married a well-known 
artist, Wendela Boreel in 1924 and it 
looks as though Schuster enlarged “The 
Hut’ and renamed 
it ‘The Long White 
Cloud’ for them. 
When he died, 
Frank Schuster 
not only left Elgar 
a reasonable sum 
of money but also 
a great deal to 
Leslie Wylde and 
presumably ‘The 
Long White Cloud’ 
as well. Leslie and 
Wendela were to 
remain there until 
his death in 1935. 

Wylde did 


not keep his Rolls-Royces long and 

sold 61XJ after about a year. But while 
Schuster was alive, Wylde had driven 
him on the Continent for up to three 
months at a time and was noted by the 
visiting Rolls-Royce inspector as being a 
“fast and furious driver”! 

Leslie Wylde died in Folkestone 
on his way back from the Continent on 
the 29 May 1935, aged 39 but 61XJ had 
been acquired by Harry Stuart Goodhart- 
Rendel Esq. (1887-1959) of 13 Crawford 
Street, London W in 1931. Goodhart- 
Rendel sent the car back to H J Mulliner 
to have a division and a rear luggage grid 
fitted and the two spare wheels moved 
to the front wings. He used it get to and 
from his house in the South of France. 
He went to Eton and Mulgrave Castle, 
Yorkshire, Trinity College, Cambridge 
and studied music at Cambridge with Sir 
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Donald Tovey, becoming a Bachelor of 
Music — Cant. He also gained an MA at 
Oxford. 

Harry Goodhart-Rendel was a 
well know architect, who practiced in 
England from 1909, and for a time in the 
South of France but he is better known 
for his books on the subject. During 
the Great War he was in the Grenadier 
Guards from 1915-1919. He was 
awarded a CBE in 1955 and also became 
a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. 
A clever and artistic man, other interests 
were pattern and material/textile design, 
leaded lights, geometric patterns for 
tiles, decorative pierced stonework, maze 
design, houses, public houses, churches, 
fretwork screens, bookcases etc. When 
he died on 21 June 1959 his addresses 
were given as: 114 Eaton Square, 
London, SW1. - The Old Parsonage, 
East Clandon, Guildford. - Villa St 
Maximin, Valescure St Raphael, France 
(Var.) He left the car to his godson in 
Worcestershire but, after a few months 
it was sold to a local garage owner who 
did not like it much, so 61XJ was put 
into storage for the next forty odd years. 
The tax disc showed that Goodhart- 
Rendel had taken the car off the road in 
1947, twelve years before he died. 

The next owner (who does not 
wish to be named) bought the car around 
1990 and after careful preparation, 
the removal of the division and re- 
mounting the spare wheels on the back, 
put the car back on the road and used 
it sparingly for another 12 years or 
so. During this time the car regularly 
attended VSCC and RREC events and 
was much admired for its originality and 
its extreme rarity. Weymann bodies were 
a marvelous invention in that they were 
quiet and light and neither suffered from 
the cracking and rattling of aluminium 
bodies of the time nor the cold and 
discomfort of an open top tourer. The 
one problem was that the fabric needed 
lots of attention and the car had to be 
stored in dry conditions, as this one had 
been. 

A few years ago well know US 
collector, Bill Borchert Larson, acquired 
the car and commissioned Alpine 
Eagle to do a total, ground up, but 
sympathetic restoration. He was adamant 
that it should be exactly as an English 
Gentleman would have wanted it when 
new. 

Roy Partridge of Alpine Eagle 
is a remarkable man with a tremendous 
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sense of the aesthetic, he and equally 
gifted John Hodson have run the 
company for around 38 years. In that 
time they have restored and received 
awards for a very high proportion of 
the most important cars Rolls-Royce 
have made. They are literally the best 
kept secret in the business, but then they 
are small and the waiting list is nearly 
always a couple of years or so. There 
isn’t need for them to court publicity. 
61XJ has had some subtle 
improvements in the shape of enormous 
Marchal Headlights; a deep rich red 
leather interior instead of the original 
light blue flecked with black but has 
retained its original fabric and 90% of 
the wood frame. It looks absolutely 
stunning, a perfectly proportioned 
vintage sporting Royce that might 
convince one that it is barely a year old. 
Last year 61XJ won First for 


-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Annual Rally 


Elegance and First in Class awards at 
the RREC Rally and they had hoped it 
might win the Masters’ Class this year. 
However, Will Fiennes beat them with a 
most interesting Drophead Derby. 
Despite being a Pleb with a 
Mk VI (or two!) I was again a guest of 
Alpine Eagle this year. Sunday Lunch 
was an extraordinary experience in that 
it included Nick Whitaker, who co-wrote 
with Steve Stuckey The Rolls-Royce 
Phantom IJ & IJ and whose Phantom II 
Continental (restored by you know who) 
won the Masters’ Class and the Concours 
a couple of years back, and was visited 
by numerous extraordinarily famous 
customers/collectors who obviously have 
the highest regards for the company. 
We saw Tom Clarke whose work | must 
admit I have the greatest admiration for. 
I was also lucky enough to meet 
the Australian contingent who were 
having their photograph taken. I wish 
I could have spent more time with 
them, they were so incredibly friendly, I 
wondered if they were working for your 
tourist board. I have to get there and 
meet some of you. It was a bitterly cold 
Sunday but still there were probably over 
a thousand cars and everyone seemed to 
be enjoying the experience. 


Highly recommended: Visit the website of 
Alpine Eagle <www.alpineeagle.co.uk> 
for further information on the restoration 
of 61XJ, which appeared in the TV series 


‘The House of Elliott’, and other notable 


restorations. - Editor. 


administrations scrutinised in the 


Senate Estimates Committees. Here is 
the account of the questioning faced 

by an official of the Office of the 
Secretary to the Governor-General on 
23 May 2005 in the Finance and Public 
Administration Legislation Committee. 
The questions came from Labor Senator 
John Faulkner. - Editor 


Senator: What about the fleet of cars 
out there? Whatever happened to the 
Rolls-Royce? Is that still out there at 
Yarralumla? 

Official: Yes, it still exists. 

Senator: What sort of condition is it in? 
Official: Quite good condition. 

Senator: Is it ever used? 

Official: Yes. 

Senator: How often? 

Official: It is used, in the main, for 
credentials ceremonies, which are at 
least once a month. It is used for official 
occasions, ceremonial occasions, for the 
Governor-General. 

Senator: I thought it had been in 
mothballs. That is not right? 

Official: No. 


4562 


maintenance? 

Official: No, I think there have been 
one or two things that have needed to be 
replaced, and that has been ... 

Senator: What would they be? 

Official: We had an expert look at it, 
and he recommended some things to 

be overhauled to keep it in pristine 
mechanical condition. 

Senator: When did the expert look at it? 
Official; About 12 months ago, I am 
advised. 

Senator: Was that some sort of 
consultancy? 

Official: No. 

Senator: Just an expert? 

Official: We paid him for the work. 
Perhaps I had better take that question on 
notice to give you further details of the 
cost involved. 

Senator: Has there been any increased 
use of the Rolls-Royce? 

Official: I think the important thing was 
to make sure that it stayed in a condition 
that was safe and reliable. 

Senator: Yes, but my question was 
whether there has been increased use of 
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Official: I think the answer to that is yes. 
Senator: I think it is too. Why is it being 
used more? 

Official: There were occasions in the 
past where it was not considered reliable; 
therefore it was not used. It has been 
overhauled, and it is now used, for 
instance, in those examples that I gave 
you in relation to new ambassadors 

and high commissioners presenting 
credentials and for ceremonial occasions 
involving the Governor-General. 
Senator: But hasn’t the current 
Governor-General said he wants to use 
the Rolls-Royce more? 

Official: I am not aware of that. 

Senator: So it is just used more by a 
fluke? 

Official: The Governor-General 
undertakes more ceremonial activities 
than perhaps some of his predecessors 
did and it is being used in that context 

— for example, Anzac Day, not so long 
ago, comes to mind. 

Senator: It is being used more. Why is it 
being used more? 

Official: Because it has been repaired 
and is more reliable for use. 


Photograph; The Governor-General’s 1968 Phantom VI, PRH4587, at the 2005 Canberra Federal Rally, photographed by Barrie Gillings. 
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Senator: How much did the repairs to the 
Rolls-Royce cost? 

Official: I will have to take that on 
notice. I do not have that figure. 

Senator: What about the fact that there 
is a new fleet of bomb-proofed cars with 
a substantial security upgrade? Isn’t that 
important? 

Official: We do not use those cars. 
Senator: So the Governor-General has 
not requested or not indicated that he 
wishes to use the Rolls-Royce more? 
Official: Certainly not to my knowledge. 
Senator: It is just being used more; it is 
just the way it is? 

Official: Yes. 

Senator: That is funny. 

Official: What is funny? I do not see 
anything funny. I think it is quite normal. 
Senator: Why is it happening? It is not 
clear to me why it is happening. If you 
can explain to me why it is happening, 
that is fine. 

Official: I just tried to explain it. The 
fact is that the car is now a more reliable 
vehicle to travel in, so therefore it gets 
more use. The use to which it is being 
put remains the use to which it was 
always put, because it is more reliable. 
Senator: When you say it is more 
reliable, has it broken down previously? 
Official: Yes, it has. 

Senator: While undertaking some sort of 
official role? 

Official: I do not know whether it broke 
down while undertaking an official role, 
but certainly there were stages when it 
was unreliable. 

Senator: When were those stages? 
Official: J cannot give you an answer off 
the top of my head. If there is a risk of 
not getting either a Governor-General 

or another VIP from A to B safely and 
reliably, I do not think we would have 
used the thing. 

Senator: I cannot see the problem with 
telling me that the Governor-General 
likes using the Rolls-Royce more than 
his predecessors did. Why doesn’t 
someone just say it and be done with it? 
Official: Because I do not think that is 

a fact. 

Senator: He is just using it more than his 
predecessors did? 

Official: Because he undertakes more 
ceremonial activities and the 
vehicle itself is able to be used 
more. That is the fact of the matter. 
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AWARD OF THE SIR HENRY ROYCE FOUNDATION 
AUSTRALIA TROPHY FOR THE YEAR 2005 


David McPhee 


Since the inception of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation in Australia, the 
Trustees have awarded the Foundation’s trophy to a person who has 
made a significant and long term contribution to the promotion of the 

Foundation’s raison d’etre. The winner for 2005 is David McPhee of the 

Queensland Branch of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


David was originally a member of the New South Wales Branch of 
the Club, before the formation of the Queensland Branch. In regard to 
the latter, David was heavily involved in its, formation and became the 

inaugural President of the Branch on the 15! July 1969. In 1971-72 he 
became Federal President of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


In subsequent years, David has been heavily involved in his own 
business which has taken most of his spare time. This has restricted 
his ability to restore his 1909 Silver Ghost which he acquired in 1959. 
Although the 1909 Silver Ghost N°1122 presented a huge challenge 
to any restorer, David spent many years collecting missing parts and 

gradually refurbishing those that he had. This long and arduous process 
took most of the next forty-five years and was completed in 2004. The 
excellence of the restoration was fully tested when he drove 1122 to 
Melbourne from Brisbane, to celebrate the Centenary of the meeting of 
Charles Rolls and Henry Royce in 1904. 


In his contribution to the State and the Federal Club and by his superb 
restoration of the oldest Rolls-Royce in Australia, David has upheld the 
highest ideals of the late Sir Henry Royce, of esteemed memory. 
“Whatsoever is rightly done, however humble, is noble.” 


DAVID C JONES 
Chairman of Trustees 


Above: Fred Haughtey conveyed the trophy to David 
McPhee, left, on behalf of the Foundation. 1909 Silver 
Ghost, 1122, was on centre stage, below, at the 2004 
PRACLARVM Federal Rally. Photographs courtesy 
of The Sir Henry Royce Foundation and Rolls-Royce 
Motors Cars. 
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—The Rolls-Royce 20/25 hp in Australia and New Zealand— 
First, acquire the car; then change the oil. 


How To Change the Oil 
on a 20/25 Rolls-Royce 


By Richard Hadfield (NZ) 


This enchanting article appeared in the 
New Zealand Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Club Magazine, Issue 05-3, 2005 and is 
re-produced with the kind permission of 
the Editor, Tom King and the Author. 


decided to change the oil on the Rolls 
ser a It was premature by about 
two thousand miles but I had had the 
front timing cover off (as you do from 
time to time) and the appearance of the 
gooey stuff wasn’t too good. All black 
and thick looking. 

Never mind, simple job, 
drain the sump and refill it. So off to 
the Warehouse to purchase two four 
litre containers of GTX, which is my 
favourite oil for vintage machinery, and 
back home. This is a simple job and 
won’t take long. I have done it several 
times and I know what a straightforward 
a job it is. OH YES? 
At my sixty-eight years of age, 

I am starting to have difficulty getting 
down onto the garage crawler and, more 
particularly, getting back up again. Never 
mind, it’s only one trip down to take out 
the sump plug then one more to replace 
it when the oil is drained away. 


Acquiring a Rolls-Roy 


ce 20/25 hp 


Tim Dean, (pictured) is the Editor of the Victoria 


Branch Newsletter. He gave a delightful account 


of his recent aquisition of 1936 20/25 hp, GBK58, 

H J Mulliner Saloon, and the history of the car in 

the July 2005 edition. While still at school, Tim’s 
drive of a family friend’s Bentley S1 captivated his 
interest. After joining the Victoria Branch in 1989 he 
purchased 1965 Bentley $3, B28HN, which gave way 
to 1987 Bentley Turbo R, BSH20044. But it was the 
irrepressibly enthusiastic Victoria Branch member, 
David Bailie, who in April this year commented, “It’s 
about time you got yourself a pre-war car, Tim”. The 
search led to Adelaide where GBK58 had become 
available, following the untimely death of Club 
member, Ken Robins. The journey back to Melbourne 
had the car performing faultlessly (for about 100kms), 
“loving an indicated 55mph cruisng speed”. Then 
lose of power ... a trailer ... but home safely. Later, 
diagnosed as an ignition coil failure, Tim can now look 


forward to changing the oil on a 20/25hp .... 


I forgot that I have fitted an 
external full flow modern oil filter to 
the system and guess what; I don’t have 
a spare spin off cartridge on the shelf. 
Wash up again and drive back to the 
Warehouse for a replacement filter. Now 
we are ready to start. 

First trip down on the crawler 
(remember this is the first of two) and 
what do you know, I forgot that I had 
wired the sump plug in place in good 
engineering fashion so it can’t come 
loose. It also can’t be removed without 
a pair of side cutters, which are still 
on the tool board. Up we get and back 
down with the cutters (trip two) and 
duly cut away the tie wire. I brought a 
spanner with me for the plug so with that 
in hand, try to loosen the plug. Damn, 
wrong size of spanner. Back up and 
down (trip three) with the correct one 
and also one either side just in case. Oh, 
and a large crescent just to be sure. 

It’s easy to loosen the sump 
plug but just before it comes out, I reach 
for the bow] to catch the oil which I have 
cunningly placed under the car for this 
purpose only to find that it is just out 
of reach. Up on my feet again and walk 
round the car to push the bow] within 
reach. Down again (trip four — right knee 
starting to complain) and take out the 
plug with the bow] in place. Of course 
the bowl gets in the way of my elbow so 
half the oil pours down my arm because 


I can’t get it out of the way quick 
enough. Oh well that’s the sump drained. 

Now to take off the filter. 
Luckily (what has luck got to do with 
it?) luckily the filter can be reached 
from the top in the standing position. 
Well actually a bending over position, 
which makes the back a bit sore. I have 
a chain wrench to help, as these filters 
get quite tight during five thousand miles 
or so. With the chain wrench in place, I 
put some tension on to try to turn it and 
it slips and falls to the ground below. 

Of course, I can’t quite reach it from 
alongside the car so I get down again 
and slide under to retrieve the tool (trip 
five). 

I normally only tighten the 
replacement filter by hand which ensures 
that it will require a spanner to remove 
it some time later. This is determined 
by some law of physics I have yet to 
understand but there you are. 

By now, the sump should 
be fully drained so I get down on 
the crawler to put the plug back. 
Unfortunately, I notice that as I have 
jacked the car up quite high to allow 
access under, it also means that the sump 
is lower at the back than the front so all 
the oil hasn’t drained out. The solution 
is to get back out again and lower the 
jack to get the rest of the oil to drain out. 
Of course when it goes down I forgot 
to take out the axle stands so back up 
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How To Change the Oil 
on a 20/25 Rolls-Royce 


it goes to remove them but at least this 
doesn’t mean lying down again. With 
the sump fully drained, I jack the car up 
again and replace the axle stands and lie 
down once more (sixth time) to put the 
plug back. I have selected a brand new 
copper washer and liberally applied the 
Hylomar to seal it but on offering it up 
I find that the washer is too large on the 
outside diameter. 

When I have wiped off the 
(quite expensive) Hylomar and cut the 
washer down to size, more Hylomar can 
be applied and back down to the crawler 
for the final fit (trip seven). What a thrill 
when it goes in as though it was made 
for the hole and can be nipped up with 
the same spanner so thoughtfully left on 
the ground under the car. I should, of 
course, have brought some wire with me 
to re-wire the plug in place so up again 
to clip off a short length and back down 
again (trip eight and both knees now 
playing up). 

Try to fit the wire only to 
find it is a gauge too big and won’t go 
through the holes. Never mind, only 
one more trip back up (trip nine — keep 
count, there will be a short memory test 
later) and back down with thinner wire. 
This fits nicely but I realise that to twist 
the ends together, I will need a pair of 
pliers so out and up once more (trip ten) 
and back with them to twist the wire in 
place. Only one more thing and that is 
to wipe off the drips and spillage from 
around the area but would you know it, 
on the last trip up, I took my workshop 
rag with me and now it is sitting on the 
bench. That makes it eleven trips, two 
crook knees and a sore back, just to 
change the oil. Pouring the new oil in 
is straightforward enough, except that 
my sore back is getting worse and not 
improved by spending so much time and 
care not to spill oil everywhere. And you 
wonder why some fellows let the local 
garage do these easy little jobs? 


1936 Rolls-Royce 20/25hp, GBK58, a 
HJ Mulliner Saloon, at its new home in 
Glen Iris, Victoria. Photos - Tim Dean. 
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Rolls-Royce Carousel Restored 


Ray Millington (NSW) saw this 

item in the April 2005 edition of the 
British Steam & Vintage Magazine, 
‘Old Glory’. The Editor, Colin Tyson, 
has kindly given permission to use 

the article and photograph and, in 
addition, supplied photographs of the 
carousel during the restoration. It is 
currently on loan and displayed at the 
Skopos Mills Motor Museum in Batley, 
West Yorkshire and was advertised 
for sale in the June 2005 issue of the 
RREC ‘Advertiser’. 


A. carousel that forms a unique and 

A \important piece of Rolls-Royce 
history has been restored to its former 
glory. 

During the 1930s, Rolls- 
Royce built a carousel at its Derby 
works for their own use during their 
open days for employees and invited 
guests at various locations around the 
UK. Employees were encouraged to 
bring their families and children to the 
works where all kinds of athletic and 
amusement events were organised. 

The carousel was constructed 
in the millwright department using a 
tubular construction for the rotating 
arms around a central pillar and gear 
driven by an electric motor. A trailer- 


type chassis was made and mounted 

on a Rolls-Royce Phantom axle beam 
and two heavy-duty wheels. A sectional 
wooden floor is attached to the frame, 
and the mechanism for the raising and 
lowering of the horses is mounted 
under the floor. 

The horses are of aluminium 
and were cast in the Rolls-Royce 
foundry. The 24 horses are brightly 
painted and have their own leather 
saddles and bridles. The horses are 
mounted in pairs and each horse 
rises and falls in turn. The motor is 
controlled through a modern speed 
control, which determines the speed of 
rotation. 

A brass plaque still mounted 
on the trailer frame states ‘Property of 
Rolls-Royce No 316’. 

The central pillar, which 
carries the rotating frame, also supports 
the centre of the canvas roof and this 
is also supported by the usual polished 
barley-twist brass. The rounding boards 
are of aluminium construction. 

The carousel was saved 
from languishing in a warehouse in 
London when purchased by a car 
collector (because of the Rolls-Royce 
connection) and has been fully restored 
by Rundles of New Bolingbroke. 
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The Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club (UK) held another successful tour in this part of the world, following their highly acclaimed 2001 
‘Malaysia Truly Asia’ Tour on Peninsular Malaysia. Above, the Tour Director, Eri Heilijgers, in the light suit, and Tour Chairman, Peter 
Cameron, in the dark suit, surrounded by the extraordinary hospitality and pageantry, which were the hallmarks of the Tour, had every reason 


to be pleased with its success. Photographs from Mal Henderson, Larry Lim and Henry Pang. 


By Mal Henderson (NSW) 


in 


ae -A 
FT he total number of cars was 70, 
i ranging from a 1912 Silver Ghost 
through to a 2004 Bentley Continental 
GT and a 2004 Phantom. Seventeen pre- 
war cars participated, including a 1931 
8 Litre Bentley, YX5125, which won a 
First in Class at the 1995 Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance. 

With about 170 participants 
from 19 countries or principalities 
including Jordan, Argentina, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Norway, Holland and Monaco 
the administration by Peter and Diana 


Cameron with a full time staff of three, 
who attended the rally, was appreciated. 
They were available to assist at all times. 
Peter Cameron was the Tour Chairman; 
and the Tour Director, Eri Heilijgers, was 
the RREC Club Chairman during 2001- 
2003. Vehicle reception, unloading and 
loading was handled by Tony and Trudy 
Copsy, with Dennis Haynes supplying 
the mechanical support vehicle, expertise 
and parts (he had a truck load). Dennis 
was paid for any parts supplied or works 
carried out. He had lots to do, and did it 
very well. 

Australian participants were 
Terry and Janice Ward, 1994 Bentley 
Brooklands, BER54028, and Tom and 
Frances Bevington 1977 Corniche 
drophead coupe, DRH30022, from the 
Victoria Branch. Larry and Daisy Lim 
drove 1926 20 hp Connaught Tourer, 
GZK20, with Henry and Virginia Pang 
as riders and Robyn and myself in the 
1936 Derby Bentley 4%-litre, B2OLHM, 
Gumey Nutting Pillarless Saloon - all 
from the NSW Branch. 


We arrived in Kuching, which 
is essentially a working port city with 
a small emphasis on tourism. It’s based 
on a large river and is a long way up 
stream from the actual working port, 
where the cars were unloaded. The 
banks of the river downstream from the 
city were lined with large active timber 
mills, which were producing substantial 
amounts of sawn timber for export. 
This is not new to Borneo, as Henry 
Pang’s grandfather was dealing in timber 
(specifically ironwood) in Kuching 
almost 100 years ago. Fresh peppercorns 
were $2.00 per kilo, how’s that for value. 
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Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Tour of Borneo, 25 February-16 March, 2005 


Government support 
There was enormous support for the 
rally from the government, the extent 
of which became obvious as we moved. 
This is the closest that Robyn and I will 
ever come to being treated like royalty. 
Support by senior government officials 
was evident in a number of ways. 

The need for a bond for the cars was 
identified late in the planning and the 
cars were on their way when the issue 
was raised. The government guaranteed 
the $30 million plus so that the tour 
could proceed unimpeded. 

There was a bit of trouble while 
the cars were being unloaded from the 
roll-on-roll-off boat onto the wharf. A 
very officious gentleman in an extremely 
fancy uniform, had his team measuring 
the cars. It turned out that duty was 
calculated on weight or volume, which 
ever was the greater. After a short 
period of extreme interference with the 
unloading process, the Tour Director 
made a call, and the following occurred. 
Official’s mobile rings, and he growls 
an answer. Official snaps to attention, 
goes very white, and with phone to ear 
begins saluting. Official starts regularly 
repeating what is obviously “yes sir’’, 
very reverently. The official had his 
future (or lack of it) 
passing before his 
eyes. The call ends. 
Official in uniform 
tums, salutes the 
Tour Director and 
any other member 
of the touring party 
he can find. He then 
states quite clearly 
that everything is in 
order, and that no 
further investigation 
will be needed. 
Official calls his 
troops into order, 
and briskly marches 
them away. Wouldn’t 
I like to make one 
of those phone calls 
occasionally in 
Australia? 


How we travelled 
Our first official day tour began with all 
the cars lined up to proceed in convoy 
through the city to the central park, to 
be displayed. This is where we started 
to understand the process that will be 
repeated often on the rally. With all 
other traffic held, up the 70 cars with 
police escorts are taken on a short drive 
to a central location, where roads are 
blocked for the cars to be displayed for 
the public. We are loosely protected by 
a barrier, and we have our own personal 
boy scout to watch the car. A glossy 
book listing all the officials, and all the 
cars involved in the rally, is available 


for sale to the public, with all of the 
proceeds going to charity. The practice is 
for the people to ask all the participants 
to autograph the photo of their car in the 
book. In excess of $50,000 was raised 
for local charities. 

So began the custom of having 
up to 30 very polite and courteous 
people waiting for either or both of us to 
sign the relevant page. We often worked 
in shifts. It was very hot and humid, 
and really quite trying, but the people 
were far too pleasant and courteous to 
refuse. We probably ended up signing 
2,500 autographs by the time we had 
completed the tour. 


The cars all came from Derby, England, originally, came together in Borneo in 2005 and 
went home to England, Australia, Sweden and Switzerland. Derby Bentleys, from left 

to right: 1934 3%-litre, B112AH, Drophead Coupe by Barker; 1936 4%-litre, B201HM, 
Pillarless Saloon by Gurney Nutting; 1935 314-litre, B79EJ, Tourer by T Robinson: and, 
1935 3%-litre, B203CW, Sedanca Coupe by H J Mulliner. 


After several hours of display 
all the cars were then taken in convoy 
on a full tour of the city (the interference 
with the local traffic appeared to be 
horrendous, but the people appeared to 
accept it and seemed to be very pleased 
to see the cars) and then back to our 
hotel. 

Explosion 

We were returning to the positions in the 
multilevel hotel car park when there was 
this enormous explosion. One floor of 
the parking station disappeared in black 
smoke. As it slowly cleared, Larry Lim 
came into view in his 20 hp (he does 
like to adjust the mixture). Larry gets the 
award for the largest explosion with no 
damage to the car. He sure knows how to 
attract a crowd. Larry has owned this car, 
which he keeps in Singapore, for many 
years. It’s an original Singapore delivery 
in 1926. In his earlier days he used to 
race it, and provided it was a tight circuit 
he could stay in front of the other cars. 
Police escorts 

Our longest day for driving was the first 
day out of Kuching. Police escorts the 
entire way, as well as police directing 
traffic. No such thing as red lights 
stopping us, we were waved straight 
through. Eri Heilijgers was moved to 
comment later on in the rally that they 
appeared to have 
opened another can 

of policemen, and 
that’s certainly the 
way it felt. Lunch 

was at a small local 
site especially built to 
host us. We enjoyed 
#%, a local reception with 

. drums and local music, 
§ with displays of local 
produce and crafts. 
Lots of people very 
pleased to see the cars, 
and a very welcoming 
to us personally. Lunch 
was supplied by the 
locals, and was their 
own produce. Raising 
the bonnet of the 
Derby resulted in a 
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large crowd who clapped as the 
bonnet went up. Very special. 
On the road 
One of our tyres looked a little 
sick so we pumped it up. Thirty 
five kilometres later it was 
extremely flat. When we pulled 
over, locals and lots of kids 
poured out of the surrounding 
country side, and refused to 
allow us to do any of the work 
to change the tyre. They did the 
lot. All I was allowed to do was 
point. The next day we had a 
tyre to repair (replace the tube) 
and a broken exhaust pipe and 
bracket to weld. (The roads 
while quite good were very 
undulating in places with the car 
bottoming out at times). The tyre 
repair man fixed the tyre, and 
then escorted us to a mate who 
repaired the exhaust. Cost of exhaust 
was only $10.00 while the tyre guy 
refused to accept anything over $4.00. 
He even directed us to the rally route. He 
did want photos of his family in the car, 
and the car out the front of his premises. 
Once again very helpful and courteous. 

The route notes should have 
read “turn right/left at the policeman and 
ignore all normal road rules”, as once 
again we took to the road. Travelling 
along a winding section of undulating 
road we came up behind three local 
cars following a loaded truck at slow 
speed. Shortly after there was a whupper 
whupper noise and the possibility of a 
flat tyre was raised. The police helicopter 
was above. A short time later a police 
motor cycle arrived and the helicopter 
left. The truck and the cars were 
instructed to pull over and let us through. 
The motor cycle led us all the way to the 
next city, directing slow vehicles to let us 
through. 

On leaving Miri the last city in 
Sarawak we needed the tail light bracket 
welded back together. The Deputy Chief 
Minister was there to farewell all of us 
personally (you wouldn’t see that happen 
in Australia). We explained we were 
leaving early to get the welding done. 
He arranged a vehicle for us to follow 
to a repair shop and a personal police 
escort. Off we went through the back 
streets of Miri, including driving through 
the fish markets. We followed the car 
into the local Toyota head office, where 
the bracket was repaired and painted at 
no cost. We lost our policeman when 
we turned off the road into the factory; 


ne a 


and two blocks on our way to rejoin 

the rally route our policeman found us. 
Extremely relieved he shook hands with 
everyone available, and then led us off. 
Every available flashing light and siren 
was turned on for maximum effect, and 
at 100 kph we travelled through the 
streets of Miri, through red lights, round 
abouts etc. I was struggling to keep up 
and the hand brake was desperately 
trying to come on with statements like 
“tell him to slow down”, “we’ll be 
killed’. Obviously we survived that bit 
of it and when we reached the route our 
policeman found two other rally cars, 
which he preceded to round up to form a 
mini convoy. We arrived together at the 
border assembly point where one very 
pleased and proud policeman who set 
out with one car arrived with three. A 
friendly sheep dog couldn’t have looked 
happier or more self satisfied. 

Naturally all border difficulties 
were smoothed over. Passports were all 
cleared and stamped in advance, and 
the only thing we faced at the border 
post was the drums and dancing of the 
welcoming group. 

The welcome and the meals 
Everywhere new we arrived there was 

a band and cultural welcome in local 
costumes. We attended a number of 
state functions as the Chief Minister, the 
Deputy Chief Minister and the Minister 
for Tourism all welcomed us to a 
separate function that they hosted. 

The hotels also put on ‘theme 
nights’ where the dining room or 
ballroom was extensively decorated, 
and the meals were to match, eg seafood 
night, jungle night etc. the time and 


effort that they put in was 
ha mind boggling. 

The route notes would 
say turn right, but the 
policeman would direct us 
left. Into the central square 
of a small village, where 

all the standard welcome 
@ groups were arraigned, 
along with the local school 
children, and the people. 
Out of the car for a small 
gift, shake hands with the 
mayor, then a display and 
sampling of local produce 
and crafts, back into the car 
and back on the route. No 
obligation to stay long, but 
obviously a very genuine 
_ welcome. 

The announcement 
the night before would say 
the people of the town, say Lawas, wish 
to present a gift and make you welcome 
as you travel through. As they aren’t 
sure what time you will arrive they will 
be ready from 7.30 am on. We arrive 
at 11.00 am and the road is packed and 
the cars slow to a crawl. A small gift 
is handed to each driver, and the locals 
crowd around like a European rally, they 
move out of the way like a school of fish 
as we ease off. Truly something special 
if a little claustrophobic, especially 
as you can see nothing but the people 
surrounding the car and you just hope 
that they move out of the way in time. 
Overall view 
This rally was for us something truly 
spectacular. Whether it will ever be 
repeated is not known. We now know 
that 17 happily waving high school kids 
can fit into the back of a utility to get 
home after school. Through out Sarawak 
and Sabah, at least 90% of the people 
waved, called, or blew their horns, as we 
progressed, and that was very special. 

Yes we would go back to 
Malaysian Borneo, and while you can 
never recapture the past, the people will 
still be wonderful and friendly. 


i 
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| 1955 Bentley R-type Continental by Franay 


——A delicacy that can only be French— 


By Ashley James (UK) 


olls-Royce made 208 Bentley 
AN R-type Continentals and most were 
Mulliner Fastbacks. Towards the end of 
production five chassis were released 
to Franay, who produced three identical 
and two different cars. This Franay Fixed 
Head Coupé on chassis number BC21D, 
is one of the different ones. 

The racing successes of ER 

Hall in an unofficially backed Derby 
Bentley, the Embiricos Bentley and the 
Corniche models are clear evidence of 
Rolls-Royce’s commitment, at the time, 
to a sporting image for Bentley. After 
WWII this continued, the Bentley Mk VI 
was still sold as ““The silent Sports Car’ 
and owners such as Woolf Barnato, his 
daughter and Raymond Mays reinforced 
that image. Also Mk VI chassis had been 
sent to Facel Metallon in France and 
Pinanfarina in Italy and they produced 
some very distinctive and sporting 
looking cars. It was these designs with 
lowered or removed radiator shells 
that influenced the Fastback Mulliner, 
although one cannot help wondering 


if the vaguely similar Cadillac of the 
Forties was not also a factor. Rolls- 
Royce were great admirers of the US 
manufacturer and they undoubtedly 
influenced the design of the post 1955 
cars, for by then it was clear where the 
largest market was. 

The Continental chassis is 
remarkably similar to the standard steel 
cars and most of the extra performance 
is obtained by reduced weight, reduced 
drag and slightly reduced frontal area. 
The shock absorbers were also re-valved 
and the spring rates were changed to 
give a surprisingly compliant ride for 
a car that was at least the equal of the 
finest grand tourers of the era. 

The engine had a better 
cylinder head and slightly higher 
compression ratio; the exhaust system 
was a straight through, two chamber (one 
about twice the volume of the other) 
with a larger diameter downpipe than 
the Mk VI but the same size tail pipe. It 
is reputed to have given up to 29 BHP 
more than the standard Mk VI/Silver 
Wraith system. They are very quiet but 
distinctive sounding and one cannot 


help wondering why Rolls-Royce were 
so wasteful of power with the standard 
models. Power loss through restrictive 
silencing means hotter engines, more 
fuel used as well as less acceleration and 
hill climbing ability. I’ve fitted a version 
of the Continental system to my 4.25L 
Mk VI and it is a big improvement. 

The close ratio gearbox was 
similar to Clubman’s Racing motorcycles 
of the time and helps to explain why, 
although the cars are so fast when you 
drive them, the 0-60 time seems slow. 
First gives about 30mph, second 80, 
third 100 and top around 120 at peak 
revs. The idea is to maintain maximum 
possible speed and maximum car control 
on roads that comprise a mixture of slow 
and fast bends, lots of bumps and some 
straights. Off the mark acceleration is 
less important than maintaining high 
average speed. Think: no freeways 
but fast empty roads through beautiful 
countryside, eventually arriving at 
Biarritz or the Mediterranean coast, 
relaxed and refreshed after a truly 
invigorating drive in one of the greatest 
cars of all time. 


4570 


PRAECLARVM 


Most British cars of the era 
ran with comparatively low final drive 
ratios, so that changing gear was rarely 
necessary. Fine in the UK with no 
motorways, endless narrow twisty roads 
and quite a few steep hills, but not good 
for the engine if you need high speed 
cruising on fast straight, empty roads. 
Standard Mk VIs had a 3.7 to 1 axle and 
Continentals 3 to 1 so they can cruise 
effortlessly at 100 mph. 

The first 27 cars had 
Mk VI chassis and this is why I make 
the comparison. However, once the 
Bentley R-type appeared, its chassis 
was used and these are recognisable 
by the absence of the mixture control 
on the steering column. The choke was 
automatic. Also the early models were 
sold with 4.5 Litre engines although 
most were later bored to 4.9L when they 
were reconditioned. Presumably so that 
full-length liners could be fitted without 
R-type and Mk VI owners demanding 
them too! 

This Franay was delivered as 
a manual with a 4.9L engine and it is 
clear that they were anxious to avoid 
putting on weight as had happened 


with the standard cars. The seats are 
extremely light but supportive and the 
trim elegant and of the highest quality 
but basic. The car is also 16” shorter 
than the Mulliner and lighter. Tom Solley 
(US Citizen living in Switzerland), the 
present owner has weighed it and John 
Hodson (www.alpineagle.co.uk) who 


followed Tom back from Switzerland in 
it, cruising in the region of 95-100mph, 
tells me that it pulls noticeably better 
than the standard car above 80mph! 
This Franay was found by Roy 
Partridge (of Alpine Eagle) in a terrible 
state, it had a broken windscreen, the 
doors were hanging off, the gearbox 
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—1955 Bentley R-type Continental by Franay— 


was completely worn out and previous 
history very sketchy. Roy pays tribute 

to Tom for taking such a brave decision 
in having it completely rebuilt, although 
I understand that as soon as it was 
finished, it was clear that it was going 
to sell for more than the cost. It is after 
all, an extremely important car in almost 
perfect condition. 

I was lucky enough to drive 
and ride in it in and I have to say it was 
a breathtaking experience. It is worth 
remembering that Autocar described the 
Mulliner Fastback as a “motoring first”, 
it was the most expensive and fastest 
four-seater ever built and that the Franay 
is the only one and cost even more! 

Alpine Eagle are based in 
Clanfield not far from Oxford, the roads 
(other than main ones) are quiet and 
open, the villages beautiful, Kelmscot 
Manor was where William Morris lived 
and Gertrude Jekyl designed the garden 
and Kate Moss is in the picturesque 
village of Little Faringdon so all tastes 
are catered for! It is not quite France, 
but it is stunning and it does give you an 
idea of just how special these cars are. 
Suspension is firmer than the Clouds 
and their Continental derivatives; there 
is less roll and grip is much better. The 
car has been fitted with Pirelli Cinturatos 
and they suit it well, it runs straight, 
steers precisely and bump steer is almost 
non-existent. Most impressive of all is 
the tremendous reserve of power, it’s 
completely linear and progressive; you 
touch the accelerator and before you 
know it, you are well over the legal 
limit in a country that is paranoid about 
speeders! 

Seats are superb, visibility 
excellent and discretely fitted air 
conditioning, quite an advantage in a 


very hot British summer. All in all, it is 
hard to imagine you are in car built fifty 
years ago until you get out and admire 
it. It is extraordinarily elegant with 
hints of the Gull Wing Mercedes and 
the Mulliner Continental but still with a 
delicacy that can only be French. J and 
a small group of Register members have 
just spent a week in France with one 
Fastback, two Dawns, three Mk VIs and 
an R-type and everywhere we went, we 
were clapped and cheered and we even 
appeared in two newspapers. It was quite 
extraordinary and very heart-warming to 
bring such obvious pleasure to people. I 
cannot begin to imagine how they would 
respond to a Bentley built by one of their 
country’s finest coachbuilders but I am 
sure they would be even more dramatic! 
Sadly, after ten years and 
15, 000 miles since the rebuild, Tom has 
decided to sell the Franay, it is the last 
of his collection and his favourite, but 


may have a new owner by the time you 
read this. Recommended reading: The 
dedicated website <www.continental.org 
uk> and the Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust 
publication by Ken Lea entitled ‘Rolls- 
Royce - The first cars from Crewe’. 


Pi 
= “Me 
~~ 2 


Ashley James kindly provided the 
photographs. His marvellous website, 
<www.kdal32.com>, is highly 
recommended. It contains a report on 
the visit to France (pictured above), 
which Ashley mentioned in this article. 
Also there are some extracts from Bill 
Coburn’s ‘Tee One Topics’ - Editor. 
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On Grotterie, Succession, Federal Rallies and Why is There a Hole in My Floor? 


By Bill Coburn (ACT) 


The juxtaposition of this excellent article 
and the reception (opposite page) the Silver 
Shadow and Bentley T models received when 
they were launched 40 years ago, affords a 
timely reminder on the importance of these 
models to the Club - Editor. 


ederal Rallies such as we have just 

had in Canberra, arguably, one of the 
more successful examples, are simply 
not my bag. My thing with our cars is to 
be either driving them or fixing them. As 
an aside, I was quite chuffed that some 
owners simply fronted up with their car 
as iS, rain spots, beach towel on the back 
seat and dirty tyres. This provided a nice 
balance to the pristine chassis higher up 
the hill! 

After some thirty years of 
trying to convert every member of 
the Club into a first class mechanic, I 
have given up. One of my oldest and 
dearest fans and his wife loves his car 
to death but would have about as much 
physical ability to even change a wheel 
as I would to do an engine change at Le 
Mans! I have also come to realise that 
the majority of the more important sex 
despite Germaine’s efforts are not really 
conditioned to subjecting their coiffure 
to a dump of sump oil as their hand 
slips while carrying out the six month 
service! I have also come to recognise 
the psychologically blocked owner whose 
father never let them even tighten a screw 
on a door knob and to this day cavils at 
the very suggestion of doing any more to 
his car than opening the door! 

So we are a chutney of 
owners with widely varied interests and 
motivations but we all have one common 
interest, Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars! 
For the best part of a hundred years the 
Factory built up, what has to be conceded, 
a cult into which everyone of us seems 
to have been inducted. And thanks to the 
Factory spin merchants other mortals are 
somewhat impressed by our interests. 
The relevant output of cartoonists is but 
an example as is the immediate reaction 
of general mechanics when you ask for 
assistance with your car. 

The Club was founded on 
pre-WWII cars. The Silver Cloud had 
just made its debut — badge engineering 
was adopted by the most prestigious 
manufacturer and enthusiasts of the 
marques the world over relaxed in the 


glow of apparent survival. The cars 
started to appear on the American scene 
in greater numbers but owners soon 
found being overtaken by a Cadillac 

or Lincoln a bit monotonous. Germany 
recovered from the war as did its 
victims and technology leapt forward. 

Eventually, the Silver Shadow 
appeared, truly a brave venture. 

Three times production stopped to 
correct embarrassing faults or make 
quantum leaps in design to meet North 
American emmission standards. The 
Company survived, but was then almost 
ruined by a foray into radical aviation 
design, which resulted in receivership. 
Coincident with this trauma they 
introduced the Corniche — an up market 
and tarted up Shadow. The subsequest 
history is well known, but the resultant 
is that the one thing that over 50% of 
the membership of the major Clubs 

for the marques in the world have in 
common, they all own Silver Shadows, 
Silver Spirits or their derivatives. 

With these same cars we 
have just had some most interesting 
exchanges on our Club web site and in 
these pages about boot bottoms being 
ripped up, hydraulic systems with 
gremlins and coincidentally the number 
of rotten floors I am finding under front 
seat passengers’ feet is embarrassing. 
These facts are a timely reminder that 
the cars are a far remove from the pre- 
war Factory ‘tanks’ engineered when 
cars were a basic form of transport and 
not a cobbled collection of ingenious 
gadgets designed to minimise any effort 
the driver might have to make to have 
the thing work. Gone are the girder-like 
chassis and cast iron blocks, gearboxes 
capable of driving the Titanic and 
simple suspensions that could handle 
the Khyber Pass. Those cars we came 
to expect to last forever and last forever 
they probably will. 

Unfortunately, we have 
transferred these expectations to the 
Shadow and Spirits and ail their badged 
up relations. This is a bit like expecting 
the son of a world champion sprinter 
to better his father’s records simply 
because of the genetic relationship. And 
finally, we suffered the unimaginable 
and the whole scene changed with the 
new corporate arrangements for both 
the Bentley and the Rolls-Royce. After 


all the huffing and puffing we have seen 
the end results and surely can only feel 
relief that the marques have been rescued 
and reborn in remarkable incarnations. 
All strength to them. 

But back to the Silver Shadows 
and Spirits, some would abandon 
these cars as ‘modern junk’ as I have 
sometimes heard them described but 
most of us will realise their potentials 
and augment them where needed. 
Richard Treacy’s account in the June 
2005 issue of PRA';CLARVM of the 
prophylaxis on his father’s Bentley 
and its rear end is a salutory example. 
The other factor is the commercial 
viability of repairing these cars. With the 
seemingly unavoidable charges that have 
to be incurred by service organisations it 
is fast becomming a necessity for owners 
to educate themselves about the needs 
of these cars with the sole object of 
preserving them for future generations. 
One of our recent correspondents 
observed that the Shadows, Spirits and 
their offspring embodied engineering 
principles that have been sadly lost from 
most modern cars. 

He continued “They are 
still stout and rugged compared to 
most of their contemporaries, and are 
incrementally repairable, albeit at a cost 
(not just in money, but also time) where 
most other makes are disposable. And 
they are unique. Modern Rolls-Royces 
and Bentleys have no true competitors 
because they don’t fit into any class but 
their own. I am under no illusion that 
they are the “Best Car in the World” in 
performance, dynamics, handling, ride 
etc....but they ARE totally unique with 
materials and finish like no other. There 
are cars that do things better but only our 
cars do that extra something the others 
can’t...make you and the car feel very, 
very special, for a long long time. For 
those that think this doesn’t make sense 
then consider this analogy: orange juice 
may be better for you and water may 
best quench your thirst and compared 
with alcohol will win on any logical 
and cost/health/benefit analysis....but 
champagne is still, and always will be, 
nicer!! We must preserve these cars, we 


absolutely must...” 
And J would add ‘Hear 

hear — remember there will be no il 

more!’. Toca | 
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Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow & Bentley T 


Paris: Unquestionably, the 

City of Light this year was 
bathed in the glow of the entry 
from Crewe. The 1965 Paris 
Auto Show, which opened last 
week at the Port de Versailles 
Exhibition Hall, was inevitably 
overshadowed by the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley models which 
were unveiled there. 

New in concept, the 
newest cars from the Rolls 
stable since 1906, the Silver 
Shadow and the T Series Bentley 
justifiably took all the limelight 
from the exhibits. 

— Michael Harris, Time and Tide. 


After 59 years, the finest car in the world has assumed a radically new shape. That 
fact alone should draw the crowds to the Rolls-Royce stand at Earls Court during 
the next ten days. 

They will not be disappointed, for the results of ten years’ continuous 
development should keep Rolls-Royce where it has always been almost since the 
birth of motoring — leading the world in quality and peak luxury. 

Without spectacular changes, developments have been introduced 
consistently to maintain in Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars an engineering 
specification as near to perfection as its designers could achieve. The body has 
always been an outstanding example of the coach-building craft. 

But modern trends called for drastic change and Rolls-Royce has 
accomplished it as serenely as a Queen changing her crown. — Yorkshire Post. 


Rolls-Royce News 


STOP PRESS 


As we went to press the Company 
announced that the reaction to the 
Silver Shadow and Bentley T motor 
cars at Earls Court has been an 
outstanding success and that orders 
from retailers overseas and at home 
have exceeded all expectations. In 
fact, the response to the new motor 
car is the most successful in the 
Company’s history. 

Orders received so far 
from retailers all over the world 
show that the entire production for 
a full eighteen months has already 
been sold. 

The new cars have 
attracted orders from a wider circle 
of customers because of their very 
advanced technical features and 
modern functional styling. 


This was how the reception of the 
Silver Shadow and Bentley T was 
reported on the front page of the 10 
November 1965 edition of ‘Rolls- 
Royce News’, which was ‘Published 


for the Employees of Rolls-Royce 


Limited and Associated Companies’. 


Photographs. above - courtesy of the RREC and Rolls-Royce Motor Cars; below - courtesy of Bentley Motors. 


== 


Silver Ghost Register 


2006 WHOLLY GHOST TOUR 
A celebration tour, commencing in 
Melbourne 26 March 2006 and ending in 
Brisbane on 17 April 2006. 

We celebrate 100 years since 
the release of the 40/50 hp and 50 years 
since the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia was formed. The tour will join 
the Western Gold Federal Rally, 5-10 
April 2006, being hosted by the NSW 
Branch in Orange, outback NSW. 

We encourage owners from 
around the world to ship your cars and 
join us for the meet. 

We plan to tour on some of 
Australia’s most famous scenic roads, 
visit areas with spectacular scenery and 
allow time to renew old friendships and 
make new ones. Australian Ghost owners 
are invited to come on the complete tour 
or alternatively join as a feeder rally 
to the Federal Rally in Orange where 
a comprehensive program of social 
functions, technical sessions and the 
National Concours d’Elegance will take 
place. 

An outline of the tour is as 
follows: Depart Melbourne via the 
Mornington Peninsular to Sorrento, cross 
(by ferry) Port Phillip Bay to Queenscliff 
and tour the Great Ocean Road to 
Warrnambool thence via Hamilton to the 
Grampians National Park and Halls Gap. 
Across country Victoria to the Macedon 
Ranges and Spa Country with time in 
Castlemaine which is Hot Rod territory 
with a restoration industry. We head 
north through Bendigo, Echuca (river 
steamers) to Wagga Wagga, Cowra, 
Bathurst and Orange. After the Federal 
Rally and its associated hub tours we 
head for sheep country (but lots of 
wine) to Mudgee, Gulgong, Gunnedah, 
Inverell, Tenterfield, Stanthorpe, 
O’Reillys and the civilization of 
Brisbane. 

But we will be sensible, it 
is not a race, ie 150 Miles (250 Klm) 
per day as a guide with rest days and 
a stop over in the Grampions, Orange, 
O’Reillys etc. 

It is a special Silver Ghost 
year, and we can celebrate because every 
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town these days seems to grow the great 
Australian Export — Grapes. 

Please advise your 
expressions of interest by 1 October 
2005. We will run the route and 
block book accommodation based 
on your expression of interest. Email 
consonic@consonic.com 

Rex Vincent, Registrar 


Twenty Register 
I have undertaken an update of ‘Changes 
to Chassis’ for the 20 hp and 20/25 hp 
models (This listing has been posted 
to the Model Registers section in the 
Members Only part of the Club's website 
— Editor). | am continuing to collect 
photographs of Australian Twentys to 
document each chassis with changes to 
coachwork and chassis fittings. 

As part of the documentation, 

I have been compiling technical articles 
on coils, battery boxes and oilcans 

and taken over 100 photographs of 
alternative parts and tools fitted to 
Twenty chassis. I have assembled 
photographic articles on dashboard 
instrument variations during the 
Twenty model life, ie four changes to 
speedometers, oil gauges, ammeters, 
clocks and temperature gauges. I have 
collected information on tools and prices 
on Ebay. 

A meeting of owners took place 
at the Canberra Federal Rally. Social 
activities for the Register have been 
kindly undertaken in the past by George 
Forbes in the Grampians and by David 
Davis at Wagga Wagga. David Davis has 
been very helpful and has undertaken 
mailouts with requests to members for 
feedback as to their issues to address 
at technical seminars. He also kindly 
organised the Register dinner held at the 
Canberra Federal Rally. 

Bob Clarke, Registrar 
Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI 
and R-type Register 

Dripping but Not Dropping. The Bijur 
Chassis Lubrication System is not a new 
subject either to this column or at past 
Register Technical Sessions. However, 
a reminder for continual monitoring of 
its performance should not go amiss, as 
this 1s a necessary task to safeguard the 
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wellbeing of our cars. Thus, to those 
members whose cars are not dripping oil 
in all the right places, or alternatively 
whose systems are in fact not sealing but 
dropping a quantity of oil when parked, 
I commend an article, recently seen 

in the May/June copy of 1995 RROC 
The Flying Lady, page 5008. See your 
Branch Librarian. 

This is a well researched and 
informative article covering: the need, 
and method, for testing both pump 
and individual! drip plugs; the need to 
dismantle any malfunctioning drip plugs 
to achieve correct flow rates, rather than 
attempt cleaning by compressed air or 
soaking in carburetter cleaner etc, as 
the disk sealing valve has most likely 
deteriorated and needs replacing, and 
also internal ‘varnish’ deposits’ require 
removing ‘mechanically’to achieve 
correct flow rates; simple tools and 
technique for dismantling and restoring 
drip plugs; and the source of spare parts 
via Bijur Lubricating Corporation. Note: 
The internet shows the Bijur Lubricating 
Corporation as still active. 

Dawn Patrol [HI and 2006 
Tour to Darwin. Both events provide 
great opportunities to join with other 
Register members ‘on the road’. Be 
advised, if participating, it is never 
too early to start preparations for such 
events. Come Motoring! 

Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


SMART REGISTER 


Mildura Weekend 
Friday 26 August - Monday 29, 
2005 


SMART weekend is always a 
popular weekend and is always 
open to all members of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club. 


Mildura has a lot to offer. This 
year we have organised cruises 
on a paddle steamer, a visit to 
wineries and technical sessions. 


If you are a SMART person, 

or if you want to mix with 
SMART people, please contact 
the orgainser, Chris Lenehan 
0438-120-202. SMART = Spirits, 
Mulsannes And Related Types. 
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Two Twentys have returned to the road 
after many years of ‘resting’. 

Peter Roberts of Robe has 
owned GF63 for a number of years. 
Apparently the car came to Australia 
via New Zealand and was owned 
by Peter Briggs at one time. It has 
a Cooper of London Tourer body, 
which it is believed, is a long time 
replacement for the original Hooper 
Tourer. Peter’s son, Mark, has become 
interested in the car and even journeyed 
from Adelaide to the Federal Rally at 
Flemington last year where I met him 
and took him for a ride in my Twenty. 
Mark emailed me before Christmas to 
say that after an engine overhaul and 
bodywork, the car was nearly ready to 
run again. In January, my cousin was 
in Adelaide with the Vauxhall Club 
and came across the car where it was 


DAWN PATROL ITI 
Eden 


30 September to 3 October 2005 
Bayview Motor Inn (02) 6496 1242 
Contact person ~ Gladys (not in the 

office on Mondays) 

We.have been 

3 nights accog 

3 cooked breakfas 
Single $24! 
Twin Share 
Triple $19 
Please book yourroom, — 
“Dawn Patrol” and my name 

() LYOU 

person registration fee 


ed for 
1odation, 
Hh! 


Shirley Missen 
Phone/Fax (02) 9958 2831 
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being overhauled and commented that it 
looked just fine. Mark has since emailed 
to say that the car was back on the road 
and running well. It is heading off to the 
trimmer for a new hood etc, in Pepper 
and Salt. 

GF1, originally a Waring Bros 
Tourer but now a 2-door Drophead, 
has been on blocks for years in Wagga 
Wagga. Hugh Morrow has taken over the 
car from his Grandfather and with help 
from Bob Clarke, our Registrar, prepared 
it for running. Back in Sydney, the 
immediate problem was brakes, which 
Hugh solved. Much tidying up and a 
repaint has improved the appearance no 
end. Hugh drove the car to Bilpin and 
back, its first long trip in many years, 
without incident. 

Chris Gillings has bought 
GOK36, however, it is in a very 
dismantled state. Chris has been a 
Twenty admirer for many years and 


has been interested in buying one for 
some time. It will be a real challenge to 
reassemble the chassis and find a body, 
however, if Chris, ably assisted by 
Barrie, can’t do it then nobody can. It 
is sad to reflect on how many cars have 
been scrapped due to well-intentioned 
dismantling. 
One matter, which was 

highlighted at Bob Clarke’s Seminar 
at the Federal Rally, is how different 
the three speed cars are from the four 
speed. The four speed chassis is two 
inches wider as well as being 400 
pounds heavier because of the gearbox 
and 4-wheel brakes. The front springs 
are two inches longer too. The ride of 
the two types is quite different, in a 
similar way to that between Edwardian 
and vintage Silver Ghosts. It is 
probably to do with the extra weight 
and the longer front springs. 

David Davis 42G1 (NSW) 


Registrars 


Rex Vincent 
Silver Ghost Register 


28 Copperleaf Place 
Castle Hill NSW 2154 


Tel: 02-9634-5052 
Fax: 02-9674-6357 
consonic@consonic.com 


Bob Clarke 18 Horsley Street Tel: 02-6922-3796 
20 hp Register Kooringal Wagga ClarkeRR20hp@aol.com 

’ Wagea NSW 2650 
David Axe ‘Albemarle’ Tel: 02-4324-1952 
20/25 hp, 25/30 hp and 88 The Broadwaters 
Wraith Register Tascott NSW 2250 
Mick Rust PO Box 1215 Tel: 08-9379-0801 
Derby Phantom Register Midland Fax: 08-9379-1261 

Western Australia 6936 mjrust@iinet.net.au 
Barrie Childs PO Box 168 
Derby Bentley Register Sylvania Southgate 
NSW 2224 

Lloyd Missen 67 Rembrant Drive Tel/Fax: 02-9958-283 1 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Middle Cove lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 
Bentley MkVI and R-type NSW 2068 
Register 
Steve Redford 65 Kadumba Street Tel/Fax: 07-3892-5005 
Silver Cloud, Bentley S Yeronga redfords@bigpond.com 
Series, Phantom V and VI Queensland 4104 
Register 


Silver Shadow, Bentley T 
Series and Derivates Register 


Position Vacant 


Tel: 03-5331-5025 


Anthony Kierce 27 Inkerman Street 
Silver Spirit, Bentley Ballarat 
Mulsanne and Derivates Victoria 3350 


Register 


The Classic 
Elegance 
Lawrence Dalton 
Edited By 
Bernard L. King 
——e Dalton Watson 

Fine Books, 

2005. 336 p., 
500+ illos. Hardover. ISBN 1 85443 208 7. 
The Pitstop Bookshop $164.95 or <www. 
rrab.com>. 


Out of print for some years now, the 1987 
original was the first Dalton Watson book 
to include fairly extensive chassis listings. 
(It also won the Society of Automotive 
Historians Award of Distinction that 
year.) This second edition follows the 
first in basic format and photo selection 
but has benefited from editor Bernard 
King’s industrial-strength databases and 
features significant changes—said to 
number in the thousands—to the photo 
captions and tables. The data is now 
presented in a standardized format, akin to 
King’s Complete Classics. A few cars or 
particulars remain elusive and are called 
out thusly. 

This book, like Lawrence 
Dalton’s others, is basically a coachwork 
primer, heavy on photographs, light on 
narrative other than photo captions. It 
presents a sample of practically every 
post-WW II Rolls-Royce body design up 
to 1986, augmented in cases by interior 
photos and coachbuilders’ drawings. The 
chapters encompassing the Silver Wraith 
up to the coachbuilt SC III and including 
the P V are the ones that feature the very 
detailed chassis lists. The subsequent 
chapters, condensed into all of 50 pages, 
dispense with the Silver Shadow and 
derivatives, P VI, and Spirit/Spur in much 
more abbreviated fashion—not a surprise 
considering the relative paucity of custom 
coachwork in that era. 


Market 
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1924 Silver Ghost (113AU) Fully restored 
Maythorn limousine, illustrated in Lawrence 
Dalton’s ‘Coachwork on Rolls-Royce’, p. 399. 
Very low mileage and original, including tool kit. 
Rear leather upholstery original. Was returned to 
factory after delivery to have four wheel brakes 
fitted. $225,000 Ray Pank 08-8379-7545 
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Book Reviews 


Among the new data in the 
chassis lists is an entry stating in what 
other publication (book, magazine) a car 
has been depicted. Judging by photos that 
we know have appeared in The Flying 
Lady, that list is by no means conclusive 
or current. This really could not reasonably 
be expected and the only reason to 
mention it is to not raise false expectations. 
Presentation, paper, and printing are typical 
top-drawer DW quality. 


Dalton Watson is also offering a few 
previously unreleased new copies of Roll/s- 
Royce in America by John Webb de Campi 
and Derby Phantoms by Laurence Dalton. 
Both out of print for many years. Details at 
<daltonwatson.com>. 


Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud 
I & Bentley S1-50 Years 
Davide Bassoli & Bernard 
L. King Complete 
Classics, 2005. 418 

p. Hardcover. ISBN 0 
9530451 8 8. The Pitstop 
Bookshop $89.95 or 
<www.trab.com>. 


No, 8 is not the next number after 5, 

5 being the last volume published in 

this series (in a time so distant one can 
barely remember it—2000). This eighth 
installment was bumped to the top of 

the list by virtue of this year being the 
SC/S model’s 50th anniversary. Written 
by an Italian enthusiast—a Cloud owner 
and driving force behind the RREC’s 
Italian Section—it follows King’s tried 
and true format, meaning the meat of the 
book consists of the all-important chassis 
listings (here divided into separate SC 
and S sections) and other stats such as 
modification and chassis output lists. For 
in-depth model history and philosophy 
other books will serve better but in terms 


Place - Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Classified Advertising 


1930 Phantom II (53GN) Hooper Limousine, 
body No. 7395. Extremely original with many 
fittings as per build cards. Chassis very original 
and well maintained. Lovely patina. Engine 
VN25 running beautifully. Owner’s handbook, 
few tools. Did Melbourne/Tasmania rally 2004. 
See Queensland Branch Northern Spirit 06/05 


for history and Chassis Plate cover (car is black). 


Don’t delay at $75,000 firm! David Sheppard 
07-3289-6647 or 0412-274-303 
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of meticulously researched and cleaned- 
up data nothing can touch the CCs. As 
we have remarked with every book in 
this series, for the owner or aspirant these 
thorough compilations of all the hard data 
pertaining to their model are absolutely 
essential; ideally one has two copies, one 
for the glove box (hence their compact 
size!), one for the home library. 

A new section is the one about 
“color range” and 15 of the 16 available 
exterior colors are reproduced on the back 
cover. A good idea that might have been 
better yet if the colors were also named 
right there instead of the first interior 
page. That section was also afflicted by 
a production gremlin that resulted in a 
missing page that is now tipped in as an 
addendum at the back of the book. It is 
there numbered ‘26A’ and should precede 
page ‘27.’ Another tipped-in page is ‘19,’ 
said to be missing from the book but, in 
our copy at least, it reproduces the already 
existing p. 20. Thus confusion begat 
confusion. Minor quibbles, as are the not 
inconsiderable typos. 

The book lists experimental and 
show cars, specs, road tests, options, UK 
registration numbers and a host of ancillary 
material such as prices, customers, etc. 
One of the hallmarks of the CCs is the 
“Picture/Notes” entry in the chassis listings 
that contains a wealth of information about 
the ownership chain, features, and photo 
references to other published sources. Only 
9% of Clouds sported custom coachwork 
and the photos here show good examples 
of the various interpretations of the theme. 
They also include, without prejudice, 
hybrids—Bentleys in RR guise. 

Clouds I] and III will be the 
subject of separate books. CC6 (R-type) is 
awaiting financing but otherwise ready to 
go, possibly even this year. 


Reviews courtesy of The Flying Lady. 


1937 Bentley 4% litre (B88KT) Park Ward all 
steel sports saloon. Imported from UK in 1937 
by Maurice Shmith of Yellow Cabs Australia. 
Recent owners have carried out much work on 
car, including gearbox rebuild and fitting of 
Laycock de Normanville overdrive. $68,000 
ono. David Hood (03) 5599 7275 
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1951 Bentley Mk VI (B25KL) Van Den Plas style roadster superbly executed by 
Roger Fry. Excellent mechanical condition. The light weight aluminium body provides 
sparkling acceleration and modest fuel consumption, a pretty alternative to a Mallalieu. 
This car is a joy to drive anywhere and real head turner. The only one of its kind. 
Featured in Praeclarum Dec 03 p 4188. Photo folio available on line. $100,000 or offer 
David Alsop 03-9822-7299 or 0419-435-026 


Parts Wanted 


Silver Ghost gearbox front mounting 
bracket, part no. F2734. Also have wheel 
centre for early Silver Ghost 70 spoke to 
swap for 84 spoke centre. Stan Nash 07- 
5530-2826 


Literature For Sale 

Phantom III handbook for late model, 
excellent condition $150. Original 
Company advertising folio for Phantom III, 
dated October 1935, good condition except 
cover $150. David Crichton 02-6026-2278 


PRACLARVM back issues, prefer to sell 
as one lot to best offer. 1968, 2-3&3-3; 
6-74 to 6-77(3-77) missing; 1-78 to 6-81 
(3,4,5-80 missing); 1-84 to 6-86 (4-84 
missing); 1-87 to 6-02. RREC Bulletin 
142(1989) to 217 (7/96) Complete; RREC 
Advertiser same period 56-170 (complete 
but a very odd numbering system) Nigel 
Steele Scott ncsscott@ozemail.com.au 
041 9-838-626 or 08-9339-7071 


PRAECLARVM back issues available 
from The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, 
Australia. If you require a particular issue 
to complete your collection please let us 
know and we will see if it is available. 
$5.00 per copy. Please contact David Vann 
07-3865-3287 or fax 07-3865-4822 


NEW CONTINENTAL FLYING SPUR 


- Maintaining Integrity _ 


AVAILABLE TO TEST DRIVE 


% 


Regular Maintenance is the key to continued safety, Reliability and Economy in any vehicle, but when that vehicle is a Bentley or Rolls-Royce 
the stakes are higher. A full service history, documented by your Authorised Bentley / Rolls-Royce dealer helps to enhance the value of your 
vehicle and protect the integrity of your investment. Our advanced technical training, specialist tools and customised diagnostic systems cou- 
pled with years of knowledge and experience make a world of difference when it comes to the maintenance and repair of your vehicle. 


Victorian Avon Tyres Rolls-Royce club members Quality pre-owned Rolls- Authorised coachworks - no 
Distributor - Trade price on all receive 20% off regular Royce & Bentley's Motor Cars, | job is too big or too small for 
tyres for club members! retail labour rate visit our showroom or view our trained specialists 

=. So online: lancedixon.com.au Obligation Free Quotes 


AVON CALL BILL: 


CALL IAIN: 


PLEASE CALL TONY: (03)9848 9000 03) 9848 9000 03) 9848 9000 


LANCE DIXON BENTLEY 


AUTHORISED SALES, SERVICE, SPARE PARTS & AUTOBODY 
565 Doncaster Road, Doncaster, 3108. P:(03) 9848 9000 


www.lancedixonbentley.com.au 


BENTLEY 
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SPECIAL 
INSURANSE 
FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran. vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and 
has developed a great insurance package at a very competitive price 
Mi Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will MI No blame = No excess 

receive the full sum it is insured for. Mi Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
@ You have the option to choose your own repairer Ml Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Min the event of total loss you will have automatic Ml Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
retention of the wreck, depending on the policy — Subject to excess 


BEB EBB BBR RRR RRR RRR eee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 


= 


a Full Page $451 
VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC Half Page 9253 
VEHICLE INSURANCE Quarter Page $143 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must be factual and accurate. Persons 
misrepresenting cars, parts or services will be denied further use of this space. Ads 


When it comes to Insurance ’ for cars for sale must include chassis number and asking price, Ads may be edited 
we’ll take as much care of to optimise use of available space and to conform to a standard format, and may 


Rolls-R Bentl be rejected at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 
your KROUS-KNoyce or bentley PHOTOGRAPHS: Colour prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. ‘Front- 


... aS YOU do! on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, please include stamped addressed 
envelope. 
¢ Agreed Value DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, where required by law, quote their 


¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


dealer’s licence number and comply with all other statutory requirements relating 
to their advertising. 

COST: Ads with photograph are free to non-trade members and are placed in 

up to two consecutive issues. Non-members are charged $35 (inc. GST) for ad 
and photograph. Trade ads at commercial rates. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RROC of Australia must accompany advertising copy. Send ads to the 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 Editor at:40 Queen Street, Croydon, N.S.W. 2132. 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 Tel: 02-9747-2973 Fax: 02-9747-3563. 
aca lai a ests Email: dneely@comcen.com.au 
Next deadlines: 15 September, 15 November 2005. 
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ROLLS ROYCE GHOST HISPANO SUIZA - CONCOURS WINNER 


RR FIGONI-FALASCHI SALOON RR HENLEY ; RR SPARE TIRE CANISTER 


CADILLAC TYPE 57 BUGATTI 7 . ‘RR PHANTOM Iii 


ACHIEVE PERFECTION! @/%@ pe 2 


Lmarr custom wheel discs & spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” Rensiegs 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car with Lmarr precision a A and. fouls 
reproduction wheel discs, and side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. ay 


The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 
* eliminates the lengthy cleaning process « helps protect the chassis and brake 


mechanism »¢ comes with everything needed for installation LMA R R DISK LTD. 


Lmarr has the worlds largest selection of wheel discs. Stock discs are available for over PO. Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442-0910 USA 
seventy-five makes and models, and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. Tel: (707) 938-9347. Fax: (707) 938-3020 


We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls E-Mail: lmarr@attglobal.net; 
Royce - 18” & 19”. Website: www.imarr.com 


feetinical Expeytise iS oom fales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
PG025 Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY LTD Print Post Approved PP229219 100048 
16 NYRANG STREET, FYSHWICK, ACT 2609 (02) 6295 4500 Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


“Strive for perfection in everything you do. Take the best that exists and make 
it better. When it does not exist, design it.” 


Sir Henry Royce, 1863-1933 


sed Dealer for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
32-38 Y yng Street, East Syc 1ey, NSW 2010 
61 2 9383 9000 « E-mail: rolls-royce@trivettclassic.com.au 


For personal attention: Bevin Clayton, Tel: 61 2 9383 9157 


www.trivettclassicrolls-royce.com.au 


